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The Chinese School or American Paradigm:

Relational Theory of World Politics and Its Query
Liu Shengxiang

Abstract: The emergence and development of the Chinese school of international relations theory
needs academic debates. The introductions debates and applications of the Chinese school in theoretical
studies on international relations are far from enough. In the past 20 years there have been some theories
of international relations that reflect their own characteristics in China. The Relational Theory of World
Politics is one of the most influential Chinese school and its research and development has a history of
more than 10 years. From the article “Relationality and Processual Construction: Bringing Chinese Ideas
into International Relations Theory” in 2009 to “Relationship and Process: Cultural Construction of Chi—
nese International Relations Theory” in 2012 followed by its English version A Relational Theory of
World Politics in 2018 its theoretical system has gradually matured to become one of the landmarks of the
Chinese school. Since Relational Theory is built on the scientific methods and concepts of relational rela—
tionship thinking the theory as a hybrid theory of interactive integration can be regarded as a product
of American paradigms belonging to a branch school of constructivist theories and one of the Chinese
school as well. However there are still some queries over its theoretical ultimate concerns relationally
rational concepts relational governance logic process without a subject and uncertainty interpretation.
The theory still gives us an important research enlightenment-cultural fusion research path one perspec—
tive which finds a new path for non-Western international relations theory research a door to the future of
international relations theory research which will form a new theoretical research process.

Keywords: Relational Theory of World Politics; Chinese School, American Paradigm; Cultural Fu-

sion Research
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