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[ Abstract] Against the backdrop of rising and changing needs of global and national
security governance, the power of security public goods provision traditionally monopo-
lized by sovereign states is gradually leaking downward to various private actors, and
the power structure in security field is transferring from national monopoly to public-
private parinership. Such a development of security privatization now is one of the most
prominent development in international security field, and an integral part of newly e-
merging global governance and international system transformation in the post-Cold War
era. While helping ease deficits of security public goods provision at both global and
national levels, security privatization evokes new governance dilemma and deficits, and
potentially challenges the very legitimacy foundations of sovereign states. Such undermi-
ning effect has triggered series response in sovereign states side that potentially contrib-
utes to its historical transformation with those countries with higher level of security
privatization leading the potential direction.
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power, consolidate its alliance system, interfere in the regional affairs and safeguard
its overseas interests. Different from its presence in Western Europe and the Asia-Pa-
cific, a fully institutionalized security mechanism has yet to take shape in the Middle
East, and the U.S. alliance system in the region is fragile and volatile. The post-Cold
War era has witnessed four periods of Washington’s military base deployment in the
Middle East, i.e. expansion, shrinking, re-expansion and re-shrinking, with three ma-
jor readjustments starting in 1991, 2001 and 2009, featuring concentration, mobiliza-
tion and miniaturization respectively. The U.S. Middle East base readjustments include
the restructuring of its strategic focus, areas of responsibility, number of personnel and
base functions. The readjustment is determined by the evolution of the regional pat-
terns, the perception of the U.S. decision-makers, the foreign base politicization as
well as the counterbalancing measures by the third party being checked and contained.
In the foreseeable future, the U.S. will be less dependent on big regional powers, but
will designate the lesser Middle East powers as its new pivots of foreign military base
deployment; it will evolve from threat-oriented military bases to task-oriented military
bases, and from “traditional” military bases to “lily pad” bases.
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[ Abstract] Based on documents of the U.S. Congressional Research Services, this arti-
cle establishes a dataset about the annual frequency of the US military conduct. It re-
veals that the frequency of the U.S. military conduct has waved up continuously. Yet,
the Cold War era represents an anomaly in that fewer military activities are in record.
The post-Cold War era constitutes another extreme case as the use of force boomed.
For these statistical findings, this article proposes a time series explanation. It contends
that the U.S. when in rising stage constantly applied military force to pursue expan-
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