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03 Turkey’s Economic Governance: Crisis and Transformation

Abstract In recent years the prolonged economic stagnation in Turkey reflects the crisis of its
national economic governance. Slow economic growth rate makes Turkey a stalling economic power;
fragile economic structure makes Turkey a gradually dim emerging power; and crisis of its economic
development model makes Turkey an increasingly isolated regional power. To some extent the crisis of
domestic economic governance demonstrates the failure of absolute neo-iberal concepts and governance
practices in Turkey. State power’s role has been highlighted in economic field and strong turn emerged
in economic development model. At the same time complicated two-way interactions between domestic
political economy and structure of international system have emerged. The “New Turkey ” built by
Erdogan and the Justice and Development Party has positive connotation of promoting national
governance transformation. Although it has suffered a major setback it is still expected to revitalize in
the new era. Crisis and transformation of Turkish national economic governance is also of reference
significance to other emerging countries.
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Abstract The period between 1960 to 1980 was quite special in Turkey’s political development
process in which multi-party competitions and alternately taking power of military coups and elected
government constituted main characteristics. Against such backdrop leftist movement experienced the
so-called “golden age”. The claims of the leftists in Turkey mainly refer to the path to non—capitalist
development Turkish socialism revolutionary passions the role of the army the Kurdish issue and so
on. There were three typical leftist groups represented by Workers Party of Turkey the leftist journals
and radical leftist groups whose activities include legal political participation media rally and
protests. After the military coup in 1980 Turkish leftist forces suffered a heavy blow and the so-called
“golden age” faded away and came to an end.
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Abstract The refugee problem in Turkey started in the 1980s which has been increasingly
deteriorating since the Middle East upheavals. Domestically Turkey’s unique geographical location
open borders policy and relatively liberal visa policy have made it an important refugee recipient and
transit country. Internationally the refugee problem is not only the result of lasting turmoil and its
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