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China-Arab States Civilization Exchanges: Challenges and
Countermeasures

MA Lirong

Abstract The last two millennia has witnessed the persistent China-Arab States civilization
exchanges, which consist of both official and people-to-people channels. The exchanges reveal rich
connotations and varied attributes. At the new era, the challenges facing Islamic civilizations are as
follows. First, after “911” terrorist attacks of 2001, Arab-Islamic world is notorious, and Islamic
civilization is at the crossroad. Second, the US Greater Middle East Initiative aims at reforming the
Islamic world culturally, which has marginalized the latter in the process of globalization. The Islamic
civilization is still in dilemma in pursuing the way to integrate itself into globalization. Third, the Arab
democratic movement is actually a movement for the mass to express their call for democracy, with the
public squares instead of mosque as the central place. Such demonstration actually reveals the
consciousness of Islamic civilization to integrate into globalization. To further promote China-Arab
States civilization exchanges, the two sides should strengthen mutual understanding, trust and
communication, be on guard against the new challenges of internet politics by the US, and take religious
exchanges as the new breakthrough to deepen China-Arab states civilization exchanges.

Key Words  Civilization Exchanges; Chinese Civilization; Islamic Civilization; Public and Cultural
Diplomacy; China and the Middle East; International System Transformation
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