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can countries . Therefore, which exactly is the good thing: the political stability or political democracy The
conclusion rests not with the changes of Huntington’s political thought, but with the needs of America’s for-
eign policy of the period. This is not only the problem we should pay attention to in our studies of
Huntington’s political development theory, but also the problem we should handle with caution when we are
applying Huntington’s political development theory to the study of political development of the developing

countries represented by African countries.
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The performance of the German Model under the Financial Crisis and Its Challenges

by  Zheng Chunrong &. Jiang Wen
The financial crisis originated from the USA in 2007 also hit the German economy severely. Yet shortly after
the crisis, Germany was seen as one among the countries that had witnessed a recovery beyond expectation.
This article is based on the study of the political economy of Germany, namely the “German Model” and ana-
lyzes the reason for the economic recovery in Germany through combing the German economic performance
during the financial crisis with the core elements of the “German Model”. In the end, this article also discus-

ses the challenges this model is facing.

Europeanization and Political Transition in Slovakia Since the 1990s by  Zhou Zhongli
The political transition in Slovakia since the 1990s has also been a meaningful process of Europeanization, and
the EU played a great role in promoting the Slovak political transition by stimulation and regulation. In the
period of the Meciar government, the Slovak Republic was excluded from accession negotiations by the Euro-
pean Commission for “institutional instability”. The Dzurinda government following the 1998 election gave
top priority to rectifying these disadvantages and made great progress in constitutional reform, political party

system, protection of national minorities and rule of law.

Decision-making Model and Japan’s Environmental Diplomacy—Japan’s Ratification of the Kyoto
Protocol as Case Study by Gong Lili
There was discussion in Japan after US withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol. One group held that Japan
should be in line with the U. S, and ratify the Kyoto Protocol if the U. S, ratifies. Another group contended
that Japan should ratify the Kyoto Protocol even if the U. S. withdrew because Japan should be a leader on the
global environmental issue. This paper explains Japan’s stance towards the Kyoto Protocol from the
perspective of policy making. The political goal of environmental diplomacy,the push from NGO, the pres-
sure from EU and the concession of Japan’s industries were the reasons why Japan endorsed the Kyoto Proto-
col. However,Japan wanted to break away {rom the framework of the Kyoto Protocol in the post Kyoto era

because Japan thought the protocol was unfair to Japan.

The Sahelization of AFQaeda in the Islamic Maghreb and Its impact on Algeria by LiYi
In the past few years, the countries of the Sahel region have been increasingly affected by the activities of Al
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). This geographical shift of AQIM was the result both of a weakening
of AQIM within Algeria, due to the tough counter-terrorist measures adopted by the Algerian government,
and of the “business opportunities” and the wider operational freedom offered by the Sahelian environment.
This is not only a great threat to security of the Sahel, but also affects the balance of the Maghreb key forces.
In this context, gaining a position of primacy in the Sahel and in the fight against terrorism in the region
could be used by Algeria as a tool of influence in the wider area of the Maghreb. Bolstering its role as a “secu-

rity provider” in the Sahel is instrumental for Algeria’s overall foreign policy ambitions.



