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Abstract The decades-Hong Turkey’s accession to the EU has still been shrouded in the
shadow which contributes to a variety of speculations concerning its rejection. With the revival
of Islamic Fundamentalism after the cold war and the emergence of Islamic extremist violence
marked by “9 « 11”7 the religious conflict as the cause of the problem between the West and
the Islamic world extended to the understanding of Turkey’s accession process. Turkey and the
EU reach a consensus on secularism and protection of personal religious beliefs which in fact a
positive factor in Turkey’ s accession while they have disagreements on the political
involvement of the moderate religious parties who follow the principles of democracy and
secularism. In general rather than the so-called religious factor the level of Turkish economy

constitutes a main barrier for its accession.
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