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Study on the Interaction between the ASEAN’ s “Islamization”

and Ten ASEAN Member States’ Relations with Israel

NIU Song
(Middle East Studies Institute Shanghai International Studies University Shanghai 200083 China)

Abstract: The end of Cold War promotes Southeast Asian integration and ASEAN’ s enlargement. In recent years as
the intensification of Islamic fundamentalism in Malaysia and Brunei the two countries upload their “antidsrael prods—
lam” attitudes as ASEAN’ s foreign policy and ignore all the ASEAN non-slamic countries’ good relations with Israel. This
reflects the change of International situation and its shadow in Southeast Asia as well as the “religious turn” of modern in—
ternational relations and the openness of ASEAN countries’ disparity in Islam. Israel indeed becomes the religious “Berlin
Wall” between ASEAN and its non-Islamic member states. The EU model can be a reference for ASEAN. The base of
ASEAN’ s institutional construction and its existence are the institutional democracy construction and “de-religionization” of
ASEAN. The best channel for Malaysia and Brunei to convey their Islamic requests is international religious organizations
such as OIC while ASEAN is not a comfortable platform.
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