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The Middle East Upheaval and GCC’s Regional
Economic Cooperation
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Abstract Facing the shock of the Middle East upheaval, at the time of
maintaining the stability of states together, GCC tries to enhance its influence by
deepening internal cooperation and taking the opportunity to expand members. The
primary cause of GCC’s new expansion can be attributed to the Gulf countries’
cognition to their fundamental national interests, the preference for security and
stability of domestic political system plays a leading role in GCC’s economic
cooperation. In the future, GCC’s economic cooperation will expand and deepen to
social and economic fields about people’s wellbeing; and maybe will move
gradually from negative integration to positive integration. At the same time,
political and security factors will retain dominance in GCC’s economic cooperation,
and the core of leadership of Saudi Arabia is further improving. The Middle East
upheaval improved the position of GCC in regional economic cooperation, but it
also increases the difficulty for GCC in leading regional economic cooperation.
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