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An Analysis of the Legitimacy of Moroccan Alaouite Monarchy
ZENG Aiping

Abstract This article analyses the legitimacy of Moroccan Monarchy since 1956 when Morocco got
independence from French Protectorat. The analysis is developed on four dimensions, i.e., history and
tradition, modernity and rationality, Islamic religion, and the king’s personal charisma. The author argues
that the legitimacy of Moroccan Monarchy reflects all the three types of Weberian theory on legitimate
rule (legal-rational, traditional and charismatic), but the traditional legitimacy is the most fundamental
one, which is closely integrated with Islam. So far, the religious legitimacy is the essence of all the
Alaouite’s legitimate theories. It’s not only sacred, but also faces with doubts and challenges.

Key Words Morocco; Alaouite Monarchy; Legitimacy of Rule; Middle East Politics
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