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Children of the Alley and the Self-renewal of
Core Values of Arabian Society

LU Yiwei

Abstract In his book “Children of the Alley”, Mahfouz attempted to advocate a series of new core
values, which can promote the development of society and human, self-renew during the transformation
of culture, and retain the best part of traditional core values while combining key features in modern
culture like scientific rationality and humanism spirit. Therefore, he not only respected religion as the
foundation of traditional morality, but also carried forward science as the reliance of modern values.
While he inherited the positioning of human in Islam’s entering society tradition, he also tried to
combine it with modern humanism spirit to promote value of human and pursue human progress. And
the ultimate goal of the values, in fact, is to call for the “new human” who have modern
self-consciousness and individual awareness, able to make decision according to own free will thereby
giving meaning to human life.

Key Words  Children of the Alley; Mahfouz; Culture Transformation of Arabian Society;Core Values
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