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The Conflicts between Islamism and Secular
Nationalism in Palestine

——The Case Study of the Relations between PLO and Hamas

Liu Zhongmin

Abstract: In order to profoundly understand the complexity of nation - state
building in Palestine, this paper, based on the relations between Hamas ( Islamic
Resistance Movement) and Palestinian Liberation Organization ( PLO) , analyzed the
conflicts between Islamism and Secular Nationalism in Palestine. Historically, the
conflicts between Islamism and Nationalism underwent a change from slightness to se-
verity. Palestinian Uprising in 1987 and the establishment of Hamas in 1988 was an
important watershed and led to public opposition between them. The serious confron-
tations derived from the divergences in many areas, such as the blueprints of nation
- state building, the legitimacy issue of Israel, and the Palestine — Israel peace
process. The conflicts between secular power and religious power consisted of core
contradiction in the political process of Palestine, and at the same time, had a lot of

negative impacts on the Palestine — Israel peace process.
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