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On Characteristics of Contentious Politics in the
Middle East

LY

Abstract. The Contentious Politics provides a perspective of democratic transi—
tion. Although the protest itself can not directly bring democratic transition it has a
positive impact on changing people’ s political identity cultivating their active citi—
zenship and building the civil society. Relying on the basis of Charles Tilly” s theory
this article analyses the characteristics of the Middle Eastern protests from the aspects
of subject object purpose form and strategies since the end of the year 2010. It
argues that democracy is inseparable from the protests but there’ s no causal link
between them. To choose the democratic path in the Middle East is a long way be—
cause of the conflicts between democracy and authority.
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