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30 Global Governance Initiative and Global Governance Reform: Up-

holding Fundamental Principles and Breaking New Ground
Abstract; Driven by a diverse range of actors, the process of global governance has
achieved a number of developmental accomplishments: the distribution of power in cer-
tain issue areas has become more equitable; multilateral institutions and the United
Nations have emerged as the central pillars of global governance; and diverse govern-
ance approaches have been developed, helping to alleviate some global challenges.
However, as the international landscape grows increasingly complex, the inherent
flaws of global governance have become more pronounced, and previous achievements
have shown signs of regression. Western-centrism and assimilative governance concepts
persist, and global governance continues to lack substantive democracy; the process of
achieving equitable power distribution has stagnated or even reversed; institutional
fragmentation has intensified, weakening the status of multilateral institutions; and
global governance faces a trend toward hollowing-out. Based on a dialectical under-
standing of both the past achievements and the enduring and emerging problems of
global governance, China has proposed the Global Governance Initiative. On the one
hand, this initiative seeks to uphold and revitalize the fine traditions of global govern-
ance in terms of power distribution, institutional development, and practical imple-
mentation, countering the recent “backsliding” behaviors of certain major powers. On
the other hand, the initiative strives to replace Western-centrism and assimilative gov-
ernance concepts with people-centered governance objectives and deeply democratic
organizational principles, while seeking to strengthen the systematic integration of gov-
ernance practices. Grounded in China’s extensive practical experience in global gov-
ernance reform, the Global Governance Initiative will promote reform in global govern-
ance in a way that both uphold fundamental principles and break new grounds.
Keywords: Global Governance Initiative, global governance, Chinese Diplomacy, in-
ternational institutions, reform
Author: Yu Bowen, Associate Professor, School of International Relations and Public
Affairs, Fudan University.
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53  The Strategic Transformation and Institutional Innovation of Arab

States within the Global South Discourse

Abstract; Arab states are undergoing a strategic and discursive transformation within

the framework of the Global South, shifting from a reliance on historical memory to-

ward institutional innovation. This process continues the anti-colonial and de-depend-
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ency traditions while being reshaped by geopolitical dynamics, resource endowments,
and regional diversity—resulting in three distinct trajectories : the Gulf*resource-based
South” , North Africa “ cultural South,” and the Levant “security-oriented South”.
Such differentiation reveals the inner tension of a “North within the South” , reflecting
the multiplicity of Arab states’ identity positions and cooperative approaches. Relying
on energy, capital, and infrastructure collaboration, Arab countries have deepened
South-South relations and integrated themselves into global governance through multi-
lateral and regional institutional innovations, demonstrating an emerging capacity for
normative and institutional shaping. Nevertheless, this transformation remains con-
strained by internal structural fragmentation and external intervention. Overall, the in-
teraction among identity construction, strategic practice, and institutional innovation
underscores both the shared aspirations of the Global South to reshape the international
order and the complex realities and constraints confronting Arab states in their pursuit
of institutional transformation and discursive agency.
Keywords: Arab States, Global South, identity construction, strategic transforma-
tion, Institutional innovation
Authors: Ding Long, Professor, Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International
Studies University; Ma Xiaomei, Lecturer, School of Foreign Languages, Northwest
Minzu University.
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78 The Political Shift of the Alternative for Germany: The Evolution of

Populist Crisis Narratives

Abstract: This article examines the political transformation of the Alternative for Ger-
many ( AfD) , with a focus on the logic of populist crisis narratives and their inherent
contradictions. As the most influential far-right party in Germany, the AfD has risen to
prominence by repeatedly employing “crisis-framing” discourse during the Eurozone
debt crisis, the refugee crisis, and the energy crisis. Through anti-establishment nar-
ratives, it mobilized public discontent and reconstructed political legitimacy. Yet this
strategy has also produced an internal dilemma; the deeper the AfD becomes embed-
ded in the political system and gains parliamentary seats, the harder it is to sustain its
anti-establishment identity, thereby weakening its populist mobilization capacity. Ideo-
logically, the party has shifted from economic liberalism to national conservatism, but
recurring internal divisions have exposed its weak organizational cohesion and the fra-
gility of its political transformation. By analyzing the AfD’s discursive strategies and or-
ganizational evolution, the article argues that its trajectory not only reflects the struc-
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