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» Military exercises by non-regional countries harm peace in S.China Sea

PLA holds drills ‘in response to foreign activity’

By Liu Xuanzun

The Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) on Saturday
conducted drills near China's
Huangyan Dao in the South
China Sea to safeguard sow-
ereign security and maritime
rights. The drills were believed
to be a response to a joint mari-
time activity by the Philippines,
the US, Australia, Japan and
New Zealand on the same day,
experts said.

The PLA Southern Theater
Command deployed naval and
air forces to carry out routine
exercises including reconnais-
sance, early warning and sea-air
patrols in waters and airspaces
near China’s Huangyan Dao
on Saturday, the PLA Southern
Theater Command said in a

press release on the day.

Certain non-regional coun-
tries are stirring up trouble in
the South China Sea and creat-
ing unstable factors in the re-
gion, per the press release.

China has indisputable sov-
ereignty over Huangyan Dao
and its surrounding waters,
and theater troops will remain
on high alert, resolutely defend
national sovereign security and
maritime rights, and hrmly
safeguard peace and stability in
the South China Sea, the press
release reads.

Hours later, the PLA South-
ern Theater Command issued a
second press release about the
routine exercise.

These drills were conducted
to assess the mission troops’
capabilities in reconnaissance,

surveillance, alert patrol, com-
bat readiness and joint strike
operations in real combat en-
vironments, the second press
release reads.

While the PLA Southern
Theater Command did not
elaborate on the actions by the
certain countries from outside
of the region, Reuters reported
on Saturday that the Philip-
pines, the US, Australia, Japan
and New Zealand conducted a
joint maritime activity “in the
exclusive economic zone of the
Philippines.”

The PLA’s exercises are rou-
tine, but their objective and
aim are clear, that is to display
China’s determination, will and
capabilities in defending its
territorial sovereignty as well
as peace and stability in the

South China Sea, while send-
ing a warning to the countries
that are making waves in the
South China Sea, Ding Duo,
deputy director of the Institute
of Maritime Law and Policy at
China's National Institute for
South China Sea Studies, told
the Global Times on Saturday.

The joint maritime activity
by the five countries will not
significantly disturb the situ-
ation in the South China Sea,
nor can it affect China's posi-
tion, but it can encourage the
Philippines to become more
adventurous in making provo-
cations on Chinese islands and
reefs, Ding warned.

The increasing gatherings
of non-regional countries with
military activities in the South
China Sea will raise concerns

among ASEAN member states
and coastal countries in the re-
gion, and it has become clear
which forces are sabotaging
peace and stability in the South
China Sea, Ding said.

Military activities and media
hype by non-regional countries
are causing tensions and harm-
ing freedom of navigation in
the South China Sea, observers
said.

Waters near Huangyan Dao
are important because the is-
land is located close to the Min-
doro Strait and the Bashi Chan-
nel, both of which are strategic
pathways the US military seeks
to control in the event of a con-
flict, Chen Xiangmiao, director
of the World Navy Research
Center at the same institute of
Ding. told the Global Times.

China, Russia conclude military training, launch maritime patrol

By GT staff reporters

Chinese and Russian militaries on
Friday concluded an 18-day joint exer-
cise in the Sea of Japan and the Sea of
Okhotsk before launching their fifth
joint maritime patrol in Pacific wa-
ters, as experts expect more military
interactions in the future.

A closing ceremony for the North-
ern/Interaction-2024 exercise took
place aboard the PLA Navy's destroy-
er Xining at the joint operation head.
quarters on Friday, the PLA Navy said
in a press release on the day.

The exercise focused on joint mar-
itime defense, with both sides’ forces
enhancing their capabilities in han-
dling complex and realistic scenarios,
according to the press release.

The exercise featured training

courses including sea-air escort,
alert defense, anti-aircraft and fire
strike. The combat-oriented exercise
reached its intended goals, the PLA
Navy said.

The Northern/Interaction-zoz24
exercise was launched on September
10, with China and Russia jointly de-
ploying over 10 warships and 30 plus
aircraft to conduct drills in waters and
airspaces in the Sea of Japan and the
Sea of Okhotsk, according to Senior
Colonel Zhang Xiaogang, a spokes-
person of China's Ministry of Nation-
al Defense.

The exercise tested both sides’ ca-
pabilities in tactical command coordi-
nation and joint operation, deepened
the strategic cooperation between the
two militaries, and contributed posi-
tive forces to the safeguard of peace
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and stability in the region, as well as
the tackling of security challenges,
Zhang Xiaogang said at a regular
press conference on Thursday.

Following the exercise, a China-
Russia warship flotilla would conduct
a joint maritime patrol in Pacific wa-
ters, the spokesperson said.

Chinese naval expert Zhang Jun-
she told the Global Times that this
is the first time China and Russia
are conducting two joint maritime
patrols within one year, reflecting a
high level of strategic mutual trust
between the two countries’ militaries.

The two countries’ navies held
their fourth joint maritime patrol in
July 2024. The first three such joint
maritime patrols were held in Octo-
ber 2021, September 2022 and July
2023, according to official releases.

Hezbollah leader
killed in Israel’s
airstrike: reports

By Yang Sheng

The lIsrael Defense Forces (IDF) said in a state-
ment on Saturday that Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah was killed in an airstrike on the Leba-
nese organization's target in the southern sub-
urbs of Beirut, with Chinese analysts saying this
may further escalate regional conflict.

Hezbollah confirmed the death of its leader
Nasrallah later on the same day after the IDF
released the statement, the Washington Post re-
ported on Saturday.

Earlier on Saturday, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said “lIran will stand with Lebanon
and Axis of Resistance.”

[ran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei tweeted
on Saturday, “The Lebanese haven't forgotten
there was a time when the soldiers of the occupy-
ing regime were advancing toward Beirut, & He-
zbollah stopped them & made Lebanon proud.
Today too, by the grace & power of God, Lebanon
will make the transgressing, malicious enemy re-
gret its actions.”

[ran's Revolutionary Guard general Abbas Nil-
forushan was also killed in the airstrike, media
reported.

Israel has intensified its airstrikes across Leba-
non since Monday, marking the most extensive
military actions in the region since 20006, Xinhua
reported.

Chinese analysts said Israel's latest airstrike,
as well as massive pagers explosions and other
operations, are making a statement that with US
indulgence, Israel can strike any place and kill
any person in the region.

The reported death of Nasrallah will inevitably
has an impact on the command structure of He-
zbollah and cause further escalation of regional
tension, Liu Zhongmin, a professor at the Middle
East Studies Institute of Shanghai International
Studies University, told the Global Times.
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