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State — Building, Political Culture, and Political Crisis; A Three — Dimensional
Consideration of Political Modernization in Middle East Countries
Han Zhibin & Ma Yunfei

Abstract; The modernization of the Middle East countries has unique characteristics
in the process of world modernization. From the three dimensions of state — building,
political culture, and political crisis, we can explore the historical context, cultural
mechanisms, and challenges of the political modernization of Middle Eastern
countries. After going through the preliminary preparations, logical starting points
and development dilemmas of state — building, the Middle Eastern countries began
the process of initiating, evolving and exploring the political modernization. In this
process, the traditional political culture with Islamic political culture, strongman
political culture, and tribalism political culture as the main contents has always been
the vane of influencing the political modernization of Middle Eastern countries,
while the modern political culture with Arab nationalism, Arab socialism, and Islam
centrism as the main contents reflects the “barometer” of the quality and level of
the political modernization of Middle Eastern countries. The political modernization of
Middle Eastern countries faces six crises and challenges, including national
identity, political integration, policy implementation, popular participation,
political distribution, and political legitimacy. Therefore, only by breaking out of
the “stereotypes” of the Western political model and basing themselves on their own
national conditions and public opinion will the Middle Eastern countries explore
unique path of political modernization and development.

Key words: political modernization; Middle East; state — building; political

culture; political crisis

Great Power Politics and the Tragedy of the Palestinian Issue in the
20" Century
Liu Zhongmin

Abstract; In the 20" Century, great power politics has had a serious negative
impact on the formation and development of the Palestinian issue. During World War
I, competition for the Middle East and the contradictory arrangement directly led to
the Palestinian problem; British failed commission rule in Palestine after World War

I, the United States and the Soviet Union agreed on an unreasonable separation of
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Palestine and Israel because of their respective strategic considerations. After World
War II, these have led to the lengthening of the Arab — Israeli conflict and the
suspension of the Palestinian issue. In the 1950s and 60s, struggle for supremacy in
the Middle East became the core of the US — Soviet Middle East policy, and the
Palestinian issue was seriously ignored. In the 1970s, the importance of the issue in
U.S. — Soviet Middle East policy was risen, however, Palestinian national rights
and their nation — founding rights have not been taken seriously. In the 1980s, the
United States proposed a Middle East peace plan, while the Soviet Union supported
the Arab “rejection front”, which led to further fragmentation of the Arab world and
complicating the Palestinian issue. Tracing back to the history, it can be found that
the great power politics has had a serious impact on the continuation, complication
and marginalization of the Palestinian issue. First, Western colonialism, imperialism
and manipulation by the United States and the Soviet Union are the root causes of the
Palestinian issue. Second, during the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet
Union denied the Palestinian national rights and opposed the nation — founding of the
Palestine. Third, the favoritism of the United States towards Israel, and the division
of the Arab world made by the United States and the Soviet Union are the important
reasons for the power imbalance in the Arab —Israeli conflict and the continuous
weakening and differentiation of the Arab states, which have had a serious negative
impact on the Palestinian issue. In short, the tragedy of the Palestinian issue was
essentially the product of colonialism, imperialism and hegemonism which carried
out the great power politics and competed for hegemony in the Middle East. The
fundamental reason was that the great powers created and manipulated the Palestinian
issue from their own interests, thus making the Palestinian issue a protracted
problem of the century.

Key words: great power politics; Palestine; Israel; Palestinian — Israeli conflict;

international system

Development and Challenges of Artificial Intelligence in the Middle East
She Gangzheng & Fang Yuxin

Abstract: In the backdrop of digital advancement around the globe, the burgeoning
technology of artificial intelligence ( AI) is emerging as a potent catalyst for

reshaping societal, economic, and political landscapes, garnering increasing
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