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@ “The UAE Soft Power Strategy,” The United Arab Emirates’ Government Portal, October

21, 2021, https://u.ae/en/about-the-uae/strategies-initiatives-and-awards/federal-governments
-strategies-and-plans/the-uae-soft-power-strategy.
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(O Eric Neumayer, “What Factors Determine the Allocation of Aid by Arab Countries and
Multilateral Agencies,” The Journal of Development Studies, Vol. 39, No. 4, 2003, p. 137.
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FlE (Camps International) %,

® Lin Cotterrell and Adele Harmer, Aid Donorship in the Gulf States, London: Overseas
Development Institute, 2005, p. 67.
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Development, May 20, 2019, https://www.sfd.gov.sa/sites/default/files/annual-report-pdfs
/2018-EN-AnnualReport.pdf.
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development policy dialogues with the U.S., encouraging TDC among
non-official participants and improving coordination with partners form the
developing world.

KEYWORDS: international development,triangular cooperation, China-U.S.
relations.

Foreign Aid of the Arab Gulf States: Strategies, Characteristics, and
Implications

LIYi

ABSTRACT: The Arab Gulf states are an important part of the emerging donor
community and are increasingly contributing to the international development
assistance. Their aid practices are closely linked to national strategies. The rich
oil dividends, the monarchies, the historical geography of the Arab world, the
religious attributes of the Islamic culture with the complex and volatile regional
security environment, together impact their diplomatic strategy, economic
strategy and cultural strategy. In terms of diplomatic strategy, their foreign aid is
integrated into the overall national strategy and gradually expanded to the whole
world on the basis of maintaining sustained investment in the strategically
prioritized regions, mainly in the forms of “solidarity aid” and South-South
cooperation. In terms of economic strategy, they aimed at accelerating national
economic diversification policies through the deployment and recycling of oil
wealth on a global scale. In terms of cultural strategy, they promote the idea of
generosity in the traditional culture and Zakat in Islam, in order to achieve the
goal of improving national status and gaining regional influence. Their aid policy
is monarch- and central government-led that balances bilateral and multilateral
aid channels with aid allocations to Arabic neighbouring countries, Islamic
countries and sub-Saharan African countries. The Arab Gulf donors focus on the
economic and social development of recipient countries and actively align
themselves with the new mechanisms for international development cooperation.
They have not only alleviated the development difficulties of the poor countries
through humanitarian assistance, but also demonstrated their multiple roles in
international development cooperation and echoes with China in carrying out the
concept of cooperation and shared development.

KEYWORDS: Arab Gulf donors, foreign aid, South-South cooperation
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