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domestic dissatisfaction, which threaten their national security and stability. The authors an-
alyze the reasons why Eurasian countries have different outcomes in addressing social crises
and propose an analytical framework composed of three variables: state capacity, legitima-
cy, and ruling elites. After outlining eight scenarios that arise from crises, the authors con-
duct a theoretical discussion and use process tracing for each scenario. The study examines
six social crises that occurred in four countries—Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Russia—as case studies to test the influencing factors and response patterns. The research
finds that if a country has strong state capacity, high legitimacy, and cooperative ruling
elites, it is likely to successfully resolve a crisis. Conversely, when a country lacks all three
elements—strong state capacity, high legitimacy, and cooperative ruling elites—the social
crisis is likely to spiral out of control. If one of these three elements is missing, the country
must act swiftly and alter the existing scenario to potentially resolve the crisis. When two of
the three elements are missing, the country must rely on both its efforts and external assis-
tance to turn the crisis around.
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[ Abstract] The process of economic integration in the Asia-Pacific region has undergone a

transition from institutional scarcity to institutional complexity. In the context of the failure to

- 162 -



No. 9, 2024 World Economics and Politics

reach an agreement on trade rules negotiations, the Asia-Pacific region has gradually pro-
duced competitive trade arrangements bearing different visions of international order. This
phenomenon reflects states’ different visions of institutional rules. In the field of international
political economy, the uneven development of the international society has shaped two
visions of international order: the development-based vision that emphasizes the inclusive-
ness and flexibility of institutions, and the rule-based vision that emphasizes the progres-
siveness and restrictiveness of institutions. According to the institutional equilibrium theory,
the international institution is a shared belief, and the institutional change of Asia-Pacific
economic integration is a process from disequilibrium to re-equilibrium of visions. The coor-
dination of different visions drives the creation or upgrading of institutions; the failure to co-
ordinate different visions will lead to the rigidity of existing institutions and the emergence of
new institutional beliefs. The institutional feedback and the struggle among great powers
have affected the coordination of visions. Institutional feedback influences the initial stages
of institutional change by altering the expectations of visions, while the struggle among great
powers shapes the final stages of institutional change by influencing the coordination of dif-
ferent visions. The generation and change of institutions or institutional frameworks such as
APEC, TPP/CPTPP, and RCEP have tested the above hypotheses.

[ Key Words] Asia-Pacific economic integration, institutional change, institutional equilib-
rium theory, visions of order, institutional feedback

[ Authors] Liu Shengxiang, Professor at the Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai Inter-
national Studies University; Tang Tangi, Ph. D. Candidate at the School of International
Relations and Public Affairs, and the Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International

Studies University.

An Analysis of the Effectiveness of the African Group’s Participation in Global Multi-
lateral Environmental Negotiations
Zhou Yijiang (130)

- 163 -



