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3 Area Studies from the Perspective of High-Quality Development of the

Belt and Road
Editor’s Note: The Belt and Road Initiative has entered a new stage of high-quality
development, and China’s Area Studies have also been listed as a first-level interdisci-
plinary subject. It is of great practical significance to explore the development of Area
Studies under the background of the Belt and Road Initiative. The construction of The
Belt and Road needs the support of Area Studies and relevant talents, and also gives
birth to and expands the research fields and application scenarios of Area Studies. In
order to promote the construction of China’s independent knowledge system as well as
talent training system and promote the paradigm innovation of Area Studies, the Insti-
tute of International Studies of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences and the Shanghai
Institute of Area Studies held an academic seminar on “High-quality Development of
the Belt and Road from the Perspective of Area Studies” on October 21, 2024. We
have collated and published some of the participants’ speeches for readers.
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