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By Wang Zhenyu

Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese and his minis-
ters were sworn in for a second 

term on Tuesday after the Labor Party’s 
landslide win in the national election. 
The new government’s domestic and 
foreign policy directions have drawn 
widespread attention. Recently, Victo-
rian Premier Jacinta Allan announced 
that she will lead a trade mission to 
China this September to hold in-depth 
talks on education, trade and culture. 
Allan emphasized, “In an era of tariff s 
and global economic uncertainty, I want 
to seize an opportunity for Victoria,” 
adding, “We have an opportunity to 
turn a new page in our relationship 
with China.”

Allan’s comments precisely refl ect 
the public mood revealed by this Aus-
tralian election. In fact, the vote took 
place against a backdrop of unprece-
dented global uncertainty and a “cost-of-
living crisis” at home. At the crucial 
fi nal stage of the campaign, the US 
announced it would impose “recip-
rocal tariff s” on most of its trading 
partners – even its ally Austra-
lia. That move left Australian 
voters feeling cold, 
anxious, and resentful, 
and caused trust in 
Coalition leader Peter 
Dutton to plummet. In 
the end, the Coalition 
suff ered a crushing de-
feat, and Dutton himself 
became the fi rst opposi-
tion leader in nearly 
a century to lose his 
own seat.

In an uncertain 

world, people crave stability, and Austra-
lian electoral behavior is no diff erent: 
In challenging times, voters tend to 
stick with the incumbent government. 
Over the past three years, the Albanese 
administration has been defi ned by 
cautious steadiness. It’s fair to say that 
stabilizing relations with China has 
emerged as one of Labor’s standout 
foreign policy achievements. 

Since Albanese’s Labor Party came 
to power in May 2022, it has rolled 
back the previous Coalition’s anti-China 
stance and taken proactive measures to 
enhance dialogue with Beijing. Under 
the direct engagement and strategic 
leadership of both countries’ leaders, 
China-Australia relations have bot-
tomed out and rebounded, warming 
across the board. Exchanges in various 
fi elds have taken positive strides, and 
economic and trade fl ows have fully 
recovered – earning widespread support 

on both sides. Throughout the elec-
tion campaign, Labor, as the govern-
ing party, maintained continuity in its 
China policy and generally adopted a 
rational, restrained tone in all China-re-
lated statements. This pragmatic, steady 
approach won the trust of voters.

Mainstream polling ahead of the 
election showed that voters were almost 
equally confi dent in Labor and the 
Coalition on relations with the US. 
However, on relations with China – 
especially on China policy – confi dence 
in Labor outstripped the Coalition by 
a full 20 percentage points. This gap 
underscores Australians’ stronger appe-
tite for a healthy, stable China-Australia 
relationship and their expectation that 
China-Australia free trade will help 
shield the economy from the shocks of 
economic nationalism.

Following his re-election, Albanese 
faces the crucial task of boosting eco-
nomic growth and stabilizing foreign 

relations. In this context, the strategic 
signifi cance of the China-Australia 
relationship is heightened. China is 

Australia’s largest export market, 
and maintaining a stable relation-
ship with China – solidifying and 
expanding exports to China – is 
vital for the well-being of the Aus-
tralian people and for Australia’s 

economic resilience.
On a strategic level, 
China and Austra-

lia need to work 
together to uphold 
the international 
system centered 
around the United 
Nations (UN), 
fi rmly defend 
the rules-based 

international order, and maintain the 
multilateral trading system. Australian 
society is increasingly recognizing 
that China is a reliable market and a 
trustworthy partner in a world full of 
uncertainty, and the China-Australia re-
lationship provides signifi cant certainty 
for Australia. 

It is also worth noting that local 
diplomacy as well as economic ties are 
important aspects of the China-Austra-
lia comprehensive strategic partnership 
and are sources of vitality for economic 
and trade cooperation between the 
two countries. The Australian Labor 
government has extensive experience 
in promoting local cooperation between 
the two countries. Protecting the en-
thusiasm for local diplomacy, creating 
a favorable policy environment for local 
economic and trade cooperation, and 
providing strong support for local diplo-
matic practice are also essential.

In this election, the Australian 
people ultimately chose the Labor Party, 
the side of certainty facing an uncer-
tain world, based on their expectations 
of policy stability and continuity. The 
Labor government now has more 
reason to adhere to an independent 
foreign policy and to work toward the 
steady and sustained growth of China-
Australia relations. In this way, the two 
countries can provide a more stable 
and favorable policy environment for 
mutually benefi cial economic and trade 
cooperation, striving to bring more 
tangible benefi ts to both countries and 
their people.
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The US still views the rapidly changing Middle East through an old lens

Why stable China ties are vital for Australia

By Ding Long 

US President Donald Trump 
began his fi rst major foreign 
trip since returning to the 
White House by traveling to the 
Middle East on Tuesday. The 
last time he visited the region, 
eight years ago, he only went 
to Saudi Arabia. However, this 
time he will visit three oil-rich 
countries: Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

From a geopolitical perspec-
tive, these three countries are 
regarded by the US as key piec-
es in its chess game in the re-
gion. This visit underscores the 
US’ intention to use these three 
countries as a fulcrum to rein-
tegrate its Middle East allies 
and build a US-led Middle East 
alliance system aimed at con-
taining Iran, excluding China 
and Russia, and consolidating 
US hegemony in the region. 

Economic interests are an-
other important consideration. 
Saudi Arabia has promised 
to invest $600 billion in the 

US, but the US administra-
tion is aiming for $1 trillion. 
The UAE has announced that 
it would invest $1.4 trillion in 
the US over the next 10 years. 
The US attempts to leverage 
the Gulf countries to bolster 
its economy while simultane-
ously consolidating its fi nancial 
hegemony based on the dollar-
denominated oil prices.

However, it’s important to 
note that there are inherent 
fl aws in US Middle East policy, 
which have become increas-
ingly evident in light of new po-
litical and economic realities in 
the region.

The Gulf countries are un-
willing to dance to the tune of 
the US. With the implementa-
tion of national transforma-
tion strategies, the strategic 
autonomy and confi dence of 
countries such as Saudi Ara-
bia, Qatar, and the UAE have 
increased signifi cantly. These 
nations are focusing on domes-
tic economic development and 
transformation, which neces-
sitates a peaceful external envi-
ronment. They are not keen on 
geopolitical confrontation, and 
no longer believe in the security 
guarantees provided by the US. 

Under China’s mediation, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran have 
achieved a historic reconcili-
ation, and the confrontation 
between the various camps 
in the Middle East has been 
greatly eased. Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf countries have 
stepped onto the international 
stage, frequently mediating the 
Russia-Ukraine confl ict and 
the Israel-Palestine confl ict, as 
well as hosting US-Russia dia-
logues. This demonstrates that 

the regional and international 
infl uence of the Gulf countries 
has signifi cantly evolved and 
is no longer what it once was. 
However, the US still views 
the rapidly changing Middle 
East through an old lens. Its 
attempts to re-ignite the camp 
confrontation are unpopular. 

The US attempts to infl u-
ence the Gulf countries by 
emphasizing the “honor” of 
the fi rst foreign trip from a 
US president, seeking to bol-
ster its political achievements 
through huge investment 
promises from these countries. 
This approach overlooks the 
complexity and uncertainty of 
economic cooperation and un-
derestimates the political wis-
dom and determination of the 
Gulf countries. Washington’s 
loosening coal mining restric-
tions as part of eff orts aimed at 
“unleashing US energy” have 
seriously lowered international 
oil prices, undermined the core 
interests of the Gulf countries, 
and are likely to trigger fi erce 
competition between them and 

the US in the energy fi eld. 
Currently, Middle Eastern 

countries are in a critical pe-
riod of economic transforma-
tion, with considerable work to 
be done and funding needed 
across various sectors. Their 
aspirations for large-scale in-
vestments in the US may prove 
to be illusory. Such signifi cant 
investments require a multi-
tude of viable projects, and ul-
timately, the implementation of 
these investments may be chal-
lenging. Of course, while this 
visit may improve US relations 
with its Arab allies to a certain 
extent, various factors suggest 
that the outcomes are likely to 
fall short of the geopolitical am-
bitions of the US.
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