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US must help end Middle East conflict

srael unleashed another round of

air strikes on Gaza City on Mon-

day which was heavier and on a

wider area than the series of
attacks a day ago in which 42 Palesting-
ans were killed and the house of o
Hamas leader was razed. The Israel-
Palesting conflict has simmered since
April, escalating sharply on May 10 aft-
&r Hamas et an ultimatum for Israel 1o
withdraw its forces from the Al-Adgsa
Mosque compound, where hundreds of
Palestinians were injured in clashes
with lsracli police earlier that day.

Thiat some Palestinian families in
East Jerasalem neighborhoods such as
Sheikh Jarrah face eviction to make
way for Jewish settlements ks main rea-
son behind the latest escalation. Sheikh
Jarrah is a predominantly, though not
exciuzively, Palestinian neighborhood,
whaose residents claim lsrael is Hlegally
evicting Palestinian families from their
homes.

However, a private Braeli NGO
claims it has the legal title 1o the prop-
erty in question and the tenants have o
be evicted because they have not paid
the rent and thus breached the law: To
a large extent, Sheikh Jarrah reflects
the political development of Palestine
over the years.

The excalation of the conflict can also
be attributed to the coming elections in
Palesting, and the uncertainty over gov-
ermment formation in lsrael. The Pales-
tinian presidential election to be held
i July, oo, faces uncertainties, as Pal-
estinian President Mahmoud Abbas
announced in April that the parliamen-
tary elections scheduled for May 22
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And given the barrage of
rockets fired by the Pales-
tinians despite being

pounded by Israeli mis-
siles, Israel realizes that if

the conflict intensifies, it
will face even fiercer
attacks.

have been postponed until further
notice. “We have decided to postpone
the elections until the participation of
our people in East Jerusalem is guaran-
teed,” Abbas said.

In reality, however, disunity within,
anid a lack of confidence on the part of,
the Pulestinian National Liberation
Movement, also known as Fatah, have
led to the deferment of the parliamen-
tary elections — Fatuah fears that
Hamas, which governs the Gaza Sirip,
will probably win the elections again,
as it did in 2016, if they are held on
Eime.

Unhappy with the postponement of
the glections and to win the support of
more Palestinians, Hamas launched a
rocket attack on Jerusalem on May 10,
inviting a disproportionately heavy
response from lsrael,

As for Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, he missed the May 4 deadline
Lo foTm & NeEwW EOVEIMImEnt &Vven six
weeks after the country’s fourth elec-
tiom in less than two years, prompling
Lsrachi President Reuven Riviin to

invite opposition leader Yair Lapid to
form a governiment. But the intensifica-
tion of the conflict has upset the fragile
balance between Arab and Jewish citi-
zens in lsrae] and made it harder for
Lapid o cooperate with the Arab par-
ties to form a government. Which bene-
s Netanyahii.

The Iranian presidential election
scheduled for June 18 could also have
an impact on the Gaza conflict, not
least because the Iranlan government
iz dosely linked with Hamas in Pales-
tine, and the Hezbollah group in Leba-
non, while Iran and Svria are strategic
allies. Therefore, i the conflict esca-
lates further, Israsl will have to goard
against potential attacks from militants
in Lebanon and Syria

But the current conflict ks not likely
to develop into a large-scale war,
because despite strengthening its mil-
itary, Palestine still lacks the firepower
to confront Israel On the other hand,
Israel hag its own concerns. If it
pounds Gaza Strip too heavily, the
international community will be
forced to intervene. And given the bar-
rage of rockets fired by the Palestini-
ans desplie being pounded by Israeli
misziles, Israe] realizes that if the con-
fict intensifies, it will face even fercer
antacks. 50 neither the Gaza leaders
nor the lsraell politicians want the
conflict to be prolonged.

Nevertheless, there is an urgent nesd
for the United Natlons, Arab countries
that recognize [srael such as Egvpt and
the United Arab Emirates, as well as
Turkey and some major countries o
médiate between lsrael and Palestine

o end the conflict. In this context, the
United States has a Key role to play.

Izrael-Palestine tes worsensd and
the intercsts of Palestinians were
grossly compromised during the
administration of previous US presi-
dent Donald Tremp, who controver-
sially recognized the disputad holy city
of Jerusalem as lzraels capital in 2017,
and promoteéd the signing of the Abra-
ham Accords in 2020 o normalize
relations between l=rael and some
Middle East countries.

On its part, China, which assumed
the rotating UN Security Council presi-
dency this month, urged the cound] to
hold two rounds of emergency consul-
tations on the Palestine-lsracl issue, in
order to help end the conflict. But both
meetings ended without lssuing any
statement on ending the conflict
because the US opposed it By taking
the opposite position vig-i-vis the inter-
nmational community, the US allowed
the Israel-Palestine condlict 1o intensife

Since US President Joe Biden daims
to be different from Trump, the inter-
national community hopes his admin-
istration will fulfill its intermational
responsibilities by not opposing inter-
national justice and persuading Israel
and Palestine Lo end the current hostili-
ties and eventually reach an agréement
to permanently settle the lsraell-Pales-
tinian disputes,

The author is a professor af the Middte
East Stwdies Fnseinute, Shanghai Inter-
mational Studies Universily.
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China, Pakistan promote regional peace, stability

akistan was one of the first
countries to recognize the Peo-
ples Republic of Ching, and the
two countries established for-
mal diplomatic relations on May 21,
1951, Since then, China and Fakistan
have maintained a rock-solid friend-
ship lrrespective of global develop-
ments, and Sino-Pakietan] ties

have become a madel of dip-
lomatic relations.

President Xi Jinping
pakd a historic visit to
Pakistan in April 2015,
elevating bilateral
relations to an all-
weather strategic
cooperative partner-
ship. During the visit,
he said that the two

couniries share a spe-
cial friendship, and have

abways supported each
other on core interests and
mzjor national oon-
COTTLe.
During the visit
of Pakistand
Prime Minister
Imirin Khan to
China in

November 2018,

the two sides
agreed to build a Sine-
Pakistani community of shared future
in the new era

This vear marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Commmunist
Party of China and the 70th anniversa-
ry of the establizhment of Sino-Paki-
stani relations. Also, China is set o
achieve its first centenary goal of build-
ing a moderately prosperous society,
and its goal to realize the rejuvenation
of the Chinese nation resonates with
the Khan administration’s vision of
“Naya Pakistan”

Sino-Fakistani Mendship entered a
new era when the COVID-19 pandemic
broke out, with the two sides support-
img cach other In the fight against the
novel coronavins.

Pakistan was the first coantry to
receive COVID-19 vaccines from both
the Chinese government and military
In April, the third batch of vaccines
dispatched by the Chinese government
arrived in Pakistan to help the country
conirol the third wave of the pandem-
ic, reflecting the ironclad friendship
between the two countries.

Sino-Pakistani relations are the pillar
of regional peace and stability, and the
two countries share similar develop-
ment and security interests. Even dur-
ing the Cold War, the two sides worked
together to break the geopolitical con-
tainment of the West, and helped stabi-
lize the South Asian region

Dwver the course of this cemtury, Chi-
na and Pakistan have been supporting
each other in the implementation of
anti-terrorism strategies. They also

support the Afghan peace and recon-
ciliation process, and are promoting
regional counter-termorism ooperas
thon.

The two sides reject the paoliticiza-
tion of the COVID-S pandemic, and
have established a cooperation mecha-
nism o contain the spread of the virs
and organized meetings with other
South Aslan countries, in order to
strengthen the global fight against the
pandemic.

They have also set a benchmark for
international cooperation, with the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
and Gwadar Port bélng an important
part of the Belt and Road Initiative. In
fact, under the CPEC, 46 early-harvest
projects have been launched or com-
pleted, and the CPEC i proceeding
unintermupted despite the pandemic.
Besides. the electricity the CPEC ener-
gV projects generate acoounis for
about one-third of Pakistan's power
supply.

The second phase of the CPEC is
focused on industrial and agricultural
development and better road connec-

tivity, and the two sides are reaping the
benefits of cooperation in the Gwadar
Port

The world iz undergoing unprece:
dented changes partly due to China’s
rizge, while Pakistan plays an important
role in the Mushm world, As such,
Sino-Pakistan] friendship iz st 1o
deepen further,

First, China and Pakistan both lface
complex security risks and have ardu-
ous development goals. China has
made national development and
security an integral part of the 14th
Five-Year Plan for Economic and
Social Development and the Long-
Range Objectives Through the Year
2035. Pakistan, on its part, has intro-
duced an economic security plan,
emphasizing the integration of devel-
opment and security. With coopera-
tion in the fields such as technology,
national securlty and poverty allevia-
tion, the two sides will break the
gecurity and cooperation dilemma
and set an example for sustainable
development,

Second, the Belt and Road Initiative
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is not a geopolitical tool and the Paki-
stani government has decided to shift
itz diplomatic focus from geopolitics to
goen-eonnomidcs, and lays emphasis on
regional trade and investment.

The CPEC now links different econo-
mies and the further development of
Sino-Pakistant thes will promobe
regional development and safeguard
reglonal securlty, spurring the econom-
ic growth of neighboring i
and Central Asian countries

Third, the future points towand a
multipelar workl, and the days when
some countries sel the intemational
agenda are gone. And from now on,
countries in the region will handle
regional affalrs through consultation
And sinee China and Pakistan already
believe in thiz principle, they will con-
iribute greathy to reglonal peace and
stability.

The author is a reséarch fellow of the
China Institutes of Contemporary
International Relations,

The views do nof recessarily reflect
those of China Daily.
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Vaccine IPR waiver
may end up being

ince the outbreak of the novel coronavirus pan-

demie, international organizatbons, such as the

Unitexd] MNations, and developing countrics have

been calling on Blg Pharma to walve intellectual
propenty protéction for COVID-19 vaccines, 80 s 1o
increaze vaocine production and ensure equitable vac-
cine distribution across the workd.

Under increasing international pressure, the Joe Bid-
en administration announced on May 5 that it supports
temporarily lifting [P protections, with US Trade Repre
sentative Katherine Tal saying the US would participate
in negotiations at the World Trade Organization to
achieve the goal of [PR waiver.

With the virus still raging in India and some other parts
of the world, the US' stance will boost cooperation in the
global fight against the pandemic. Yet, in spite of eaming
praise from the WHO and the European Undon, the US
administration has invited severe criticism from Ameri-
can pharmaceutical companies and Germany for its
stance, And as a fallout of the 1S decision, the stock prices
of US vaccine makers Plizer and Moderna hove plunged.

The Joe Biden administration faces three challenges
in tumning its statement into an effective tool to boost
the global Aght against COVID-19, First, it is difficult w
skirt international and domestic Llows on [P protection.
The IP protection waiver means the patent owner loses,
even i temporarily, the rght to prohibit others from
using its patent, which could have serious legal conse-
quences [n the future.

Even if the proposal becomes a reality, the US has to
help amend relevant international agreements under
the WO framework and then apply the new ones 1o s
domestic laws. The current agreements on [P protection
are mainly the Paris Convention for the Protection of
Imddastrial Property, the Patent Cooperation Treaty, and
the WTOS Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights.

And even if all patent holders waive
their IP rights, it would take a long
time for countries to pass relevant
legislation after the WTO approves

the proposal.

Adherence to TRIPS is mandatory fior WTD member
states, which are required to protect other countries’ [P
rights in the zame way as they would protect theirs,
although this has led to the formation of monopolies.
Way back in 2001, WTO members passecd the Doha Dec-
laration allowing governments o ssue compulsory pat-
ent licenses during a public health crisis based on
TRIPS. In October, India and South Africa jointly pro-
posed o the TRIPS Council that [P protection for the
vaccines be temporarily lifted, which most developed
countries including the US oppasid,

The TRIPS Council will discuzs the proposal again on
June 8 and 8, and the Biden administration has to per-
suade other WTO members to follow itz example, which
will not be easy. The US also has to persuade American
pharmaceutical companies to temporanly walve their IP
rights, lower the threshold to access the patents and/for
reduce vaccine prices. If the companies reject the idea,
Washington could invoke the Bavh-Dole Act that
empowers the faderal govermment to exercise march-in
right tio issne patent licenses during emergency situa-
tions and pay compensation to the patent holders.

But it will be very difficult for the Biden administra-
tion to overcome the legal barriers at home and abroad,
a8 three days after the US announcement on May 5, Ger-
man Chancedlor Angela Merkel reiterated her opposition
to the proposal. On the same day, the CEQ of Plizer pub-
lished an open letter telling emplovees that the company
had rejected the proposal.

Second, the dispute over the patents began in Februa-
ry Last vear, with opponents questioning whether the
waiver will address the vaccine shortage globally. Take
the mENA vacdnes which Plizer and Modemna have
developed. At least 113 patents are involved in their RED
and production process, 70 percent of which come from
the industry. Which means not all [P rights are owned
by the vaccine manufacturers.

And even if all patent holders waive their IP rights, it
would take a long time for countries to pass relevant leg-
islation after the WTO approves the proposal. As Antho-
ny Fauci, President Biden's chiel medical adviser, said:
“Going back and forth, consuming time and lawyers ina
legal argument about waivers — that is not the end
game. People are dyving around the world..”

Third, it will not be easy for many US officials w aban-
don their “"America First” and Cold War mentaliy,
although they know combining the developed world’s
high-tech and the developing workd's manufacturing i
the most effective way 1o boost the global fight against
thie virus and address the vaccine shortage problem.

History tells us that for the common interest of
humankind, the Soviet Union and the US put their ideo-
logical differences aside to work together to develop
polio vaceines, And Ching and the US cooperated 1o pro-
duce the hepatitis B vaccine in the 19903, But these ane
different tmed, because soon after Biden supported the
maove o waive IP protection, Republican Congressman
Byron Donalds moved a bill, *Preventing Forelgn
Altempts to Evode Healthcare Innovation Act™ aimed at
preventing the Biden administration from senselessly
giving away America’s intellectual property to countries
like China®

Since populism s still growing in the US, preventing
the politickzation of vaccines will be a big challenge for
the Biden administration. And if the administration
cannot overcome such challenges, itz support for wiiv-
ing I protection for the vaccines would just be diplo-
miatic postunng.

The author is o researcher all he Institule of American
Studhies, Chinese Avademy of Social Scienoes.
The views don | necessarily represent those of Chinag Daidy,




