
‘Spirit of Three-North’ builds 
China’s ‘Great Green Wall’
China’s construction of Three-North Shelterbelt Forest Program over 
40 years persists in combining ecological governance and improving 
people’s livelihoods, building an unbreakable “Great Green Wall” 8-9
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Possible Blinken visit 
sparks US tricks again

Japan trials radioactive 
water dumping facilities

If someone in Washington is playing games, perhaps even 
behind the scenes, it’s time to behave like serious people 
and stop 6

Fierce opposition fl oods in as Japan has offi  cially 
begun trialing its equipment to dump nuclear-con-
taminated water into the Pacifi c Ocean 4

By Chen Qingqing 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
held a meeting with visiting 
Honduran President Iris Xio-
mara Castro Sarmiento in the 
Great Hall of the People on 
Monday, as Castro became 
the fi rst Honduran president 
to make a state visit to China, 
opening a new historical chap-

ter in China-Honduras rela-
tions. Offi  cials and experts 
hailed the meeting as signifi -
cant as it set the tone for bilat-
eral relations and injected new 
momentum into bilateral coop-
eration, bringing it to a higher 
level. 

President Xi extended a 
warm welcome to Castro and 
hailed her visit as one of special 

signifi cance as it opens a new 
chapter in the annals of the 
China-Honduras relationship. 
Xi commended her unwaver-
ing political will as evidenced 
by the historic decision she 
made to fulfi ll her campaign 
promise of establishing diplo-

matic relations with China.
Honduras offi  cially inaugu-

rated its embassy in Beijing on 
Sunday three months after the 
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between the two coun-
tries. The Central 
American coun-
try severed its so-
called “diplomatic” 
relations with Tai-

Xi meets Honduras’ Castro, 
guides bilateral ties to new high

u Fruitful outcomes achieved as various docs signed including on BRI

By Wang Cong, Tao Ming-
yang and Wan Hengyi 

China and Arab countries are 
swiftly expanding economic 
and trade cooperation in all 
fi elds, as more than 3,500 Chi-
nese and Arab offi  cials and 
business representatives gath-
ered in Riyadh, capital of Saudi 
Arabia from Sunday to Monday 
for a major business confer-
ence, in which dozens of deals 
worth billions of dollars were 
inked.

The business deals and 
great enthusiasm for coop-
eration seen at the 10th Arab-
China Business Conference 
off ered the latest sign of closer 
diplomatic and economic ties 
between China and Arab coun-
tries, following a slew of recent 
major developments, includ-
ing the fi rst China-Arab States 
Summit at the end of 2022 
and China’s contribution to 
the agreement on the resump-
tion of diplomatic ties between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

The close ties between China 
and Arab countries have drawn 
widespread global attention, as 
well as criticism from the West, 
particularly the US, which has 
tried to dominate the Arab 
world for decades and is relent-
lessly stepping up its contain-
ment of China. While the US 
tries to sabotage China-Arab 
ties, growing China-Arab coop-
eration is a clear rejection of the 
US’ zero-sum games, Chinese 
and Arab experts noted.

All-round cooperation
On Sunday, the fi rst day of 

the 10th Arab-China Business 
Conference, a total of 30 invest-
ment agreements worth $10 
billion were signed, covering a 
wide range of sectors, includ-
ing technology, 
renewables, agri-
culture, real estate, 

All-round China-
Arab cooperation 
deepens at key 
biz conference
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  Closer

Chinese President Xi Jinping holds a welcoming ceremony for visiting President of the Republic of Honduras Iris Xiomara Castro 
Sarmiento in Beijing on June 12, 2023, before their talks in the Great Hall of the People. Photo: Xinhua
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minerals, supply chains, tourism and healthcare, 
according to media reports. 

The deals include a $5.6 billion agreement 
between Saudi Arabia’s Investment Ministry and 
Chinese carmaker Human Horizons for a joint 
venture and a $266 million deal signed by Saudi 
Arabia with Hong Kong-based Android developer 
Hibobi Technology for tourism and other apps, 
media reports showed. 

“In terms of areas covered, this is all-round 
cooperation,” Liu Zhongmin, a professor at the 
Middle East Studies Institute of Shanghai In-
ternational Studies University, told the Global 
Times on Monday, noting that in addition to tra-
ditional cooperation in energy, the two sides are 
also expanding cooperation in more areas such 
as technology. 

Zhou Rong, a senior researcher at the Chong-
yang Institute for Financial Studies of Renmin 
University of China, said that there is great inter-
est from Saudi Arabia and other Arab states in 
boosting cooperation with China in various sec-
tors other than energy, as they seek to cut reliance 
on the sector. 

“There are broad prospects for bilateral co-
operation and exchanges,” Zhou told the Global 
Times on Monday. 

While both China and Arab countries are 
seeking to further boost win-win cooperation, the 
US is reportedly concerned about the deepening 
cooperation between Riyadh and Beijing in secu-
rity and sensitive high-tech sectors. 

Just days before the Arab-China Business Con-
ference, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
visited Saudi Arabia. On Thursday, he said that 
Washington was not asking anyone to choose 
between the US and China, but said the US “re-
mains the number one partner of choice” for 
most countries in the Persian Gulf region.

Rejecting US game
“Blinken is pretending to be unaware, [but] 

the US is no longer ‘the number one partner of 
choice for most countries in the region’,” Ebra-
him Hashem, a China-based strategist and Asia 
Global Fellow at the Asia Global Institute of the 
University of Hong Kong, told the Global Times. 
“Regional countries have made a strategic deci-
sion to diversify their partners and the US is no 
longer the only partner. It is one of the partners.”

This strategic decision by regional countries 
was on clear display at the Arab-China Business 
Conference. On Sunday, when asked about US 
criticism of Saudi Arabia’s ties with China, Saudi 
Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 
said, “I totally ignore it.” 

“We came to recognize the reality of today that 
China is taking, had taken a lead, will continue 
to take that lead. We don’t have to compete with 
China, we have to collaborate with China,” he 
said, “We are Saudi Arabia, we don’t have to be 
engaged in what I call a zero-sum game. We be-
lieve that there are so many global opportunities.”

Liu said that while US offi  cials mostly refrain 
from directly mentioning China, they are actually 
working to counter China’s ties with Arab coun-
tries. “Saudi Arabia’s reaction actually carries 
an implicit rejection of Blinken’s statement,” he 
said.

“The US probably did not expect such a huge 
change in the Middle East situation this year. It 
also has an unexpected and bewildered feeling 
about its own decline and the rise of other major 
powers,” Liu said. 

wan island on March 25. 
China will remain committed to 

developing friendly relations with 
Honduras, fi rmly support economic 
and social development in the coun-
try, and forge a good friendship and 
partnership with Honduras featuring 
mutual respect, equality, mutual ben-
efi t, and common development, Xi 
said during the meeting. 

The Chinese top leader also ex-
pressed his readiness to work with 
the Honduran president from a stra-
tegic and long-term perspective to 
steer the bilateral relationship toward 
greater development and to turn the 
vision of cooperation into tangible re-
sults to the greater benefi t of the two 
peoples. 

Following the meeting, the two 
sides signed a number of cooperation 
documents including those related 
to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
quality inspection, trade, agriculture, 
tech, culture and education. 

In the initial stage of China-Hon-
duras relations, the two sides reached 
consensus on negotiating a free trade 
agreement and promoting practical 
cooperation in various fi elds, accord-
ing to a joint statement released fol-
lowing the meeting.

The meeting between Chinese 
and Honduran leaders set the tone 
for China-Honduras relations, re-
fl ecting the high level of political mu-
tual trust and respect for each other’s 
development path, Pan Deng, execu-
tive director of the Latin American 
and Caribbean Region Law Center of 
China University of Political Science 
and Law, told the Global Times. 

“While the two leaders pointed out 
the future direction for diplomatic 

relations, those positive outcomes in 
the political fi eld will soon be turned 
into full-scale cooperation between 
the two countries,” Pan said. 

During Castro’s state visit to Chi-
na, some senior offi  cials from the 
Honduran delegation expressed high 
expectations for Honduras-China re-
lations, which have been developing 
at a very fast pace, and more Hondu-
ran enterprises and people are willing 
to share the opportunities of the giant 
Chinese market.

Over the past week, a Honduran 
business delegation has visited vari-
ous provinces in China and negotiat-
ed with local entrepreneurs, with co-
operation intentions being reached in 
exporting Honduran products such 
as coff ee, white shrimp and melon. 

‘Good friend, good partner’ 
The one-China principle is the 

fi rst premise and political foundation 
of the establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between China and Honduras 
and the development of bilateral ties, 
and it’s believed that Honduras will 
fully meet its commitment, Xi told 
Castro during the meeting. 

With the shift in its own strategic 
focus, the US has made many “empty 
promises” to Honduras in recent 
years, which prompted it to stand up 
to the pressure from Washington and 
establish diplomatic relations with 
China, Pan noted. “Compared with 
the empty promises from the US, 
China can provide pragmatic coop-
eration that benefi ts its development, 
which has become a consensus with-
in political and business circles in 
Honduras,” he said.  

Castro said during the meeting 
that the establishment of diplomatic 
relations with China is a decision 

made by the Honduran government 
that will go down in history. Hondu-
ras fi rmly supports and upholds the 
one-China principle, and fi rmly sup-
ports the Chinese government’s ef-
forts to achieve reunifi cation. 

The Xi-proposed Belt and Road 
Initiative, Global Development Ini-
tiative, Global Security Initiative and 
Global Civilization Initiative are con-
ducive to building a safer and more 
secure world in line with people’s 
expectations, which Honduras highly 
praises and will actively participate in, 
she noted. 

After joining Belt and Road, Chi-
na’s experience in poverty reduction, 
education, infrastructure, logistics, 
science and technology will provide a 
reference for Honduras to overcome 
many structural problems, bringing 
new development opportunities for 
the country to better integrate into an 
interconnected and interactive world,  
said Cui Shoujun, professor of the 
school of international relations of 
Renmin University of China. 

Shortly after the establishment of 
diplomatic ties with China, Hondu-
ras expressed willingness to join the 
BRI, which shows that the initiative 
has shown a positive demonstration 
eff ect overseas, making other coun-
tries willing to take the express train 
of China’s development, Pan noted. 

Furthermore, unlike other coun-
tries that previously established diplo-
matic relations with China, Honduras 
abolished the free trade agreement 
with China’s Taiwan region while 
signing the joint communiqué on the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
with China, which shows that Hon-
duras attaches great importance and 
shares a bullish view on the Chinese 
market and economy, experts said. 

Closer relations a clear 
rejection of US’ zero-
sum game: experts
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Unlike US lip service, pragmatic 
exchanges benefi t regional devt
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wangqigti@globaltimes.com.cnPeople stand at the entrance of the San Raff aele hospital in Milan, where the former prime minister of Italy Silvio 

Berlusconi was hospitalized and has passed away, on June 12, 2023. Photo: VCG

uBidding farewell to Berlusconi   


