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Abstracts

influence globally, among which, the Rockefeller Foundation has played a
significant role in helping the United States establish global hegemony. Behind its
powerful capacity for cultural penetration lies its deep promotion for Western
civilization along with a clear demarcation between “highlands” and “lowlands” of
civilizations. From the 1920s to the 1960s, the logic behind the Rockefeller
Foundation’ s funding of projects related to Tiirkiye was based on the belief that
shaping a Tiirkiye loyal to the West requires a complete understanding of Turkish
culture, especially Islam. The fundamental strategy for change was to promote the
American way of life and values, primarily by funding the “creative minority”, in
the hope of making the key minority become the leaders who could guide the
“impregnable majority”. Rooted in the belief of “superiority of Western civilizations” ,
in the name of civilization, it aimed at the cultural transformation. The ultimate goal of
the Rockefeller Foundation is to solidify Tiirkiye’ s Westernized development path,
consolidate its loyalty to the United States and its allies, and ultimately safeguard the
global hegemonic interests of the United States. Since the funding direction of the
Rockefeller Foundation largely aligned with the established development path of
Tiirkiye, its efforts achieved certain degree of success. However, the diversity and
traditions of Middle Eastern civilizations have a profound social foundation, which
means that Tiirkiye’ s modernization must be based on its own traditions. This, at the
deep level, determines the limitations and short — lived nature of the Tiirkiye
projects funded by the Rockefeller Foundation.

Key words: international aid; Rockefeller Foundation of the United States; Tiirkiye
projects; social science; humanities; “Theory of Civilizational Superiority” ; path to

modernization

Formation of Desires, Activation of Beliefs and Engagement with Opportunities .
An Analysis of the Behavioral Mechanisms of Qatar’s Foreign Aid

Li Yi & Zheng Zhaochen

Abstract: Foreign aid serves as a crucial instrument within Qatar’ s diplomatic
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policy toolkit. While existing scholarship predominantly analyzes the motivations
behind Qatar’s foreign aid through descriptive policy examinations, this study
employs the “Desires — Beliefs — Opportunities” (DBO) theory to interpret Qatar’ s
foreign aid strategies. The DBO framework conceptualizes the state as a unitary,
bounded rational, and self — interested actor, positing that national behavior is
driven by the dynamic interaction of three core variables—desires, beliefs, and
opportunities. It contends that Qatar’s foreign aid constitutes a rationally self —
interested strategy shaped collectively by these variables. At the level of desires,
Qatar deploys foreign aid to protect practical interests such as national security and
economic development, countering geopolitical challenges while advancing economic
diversification. In terms of beliefs, to expand regional influence and navigate
strategic competition among external powers, Qatar capitalizes on its hydrocarbon
wealth and diplomatic heritage to cultivate an independent foreign policy
space. Regarding opportunities, Qatar seizes changes in aid demands, actively
participating in international aid cooperation within multilateral frameworks such as the
United Nations, aiming to enhance its international prestige and status. Qatar’s
foreign aid is characterized by distinct features and notable efficacy. This strategic
deployment of aid has successfully cultivated a favorable international image for the
state and advanced its national interests within complex geopolitical competitions.
Concurrently, it has pioneered a novel aid paradigm that emphasizes South — South
mutual trust and community resilience, signaling the emergence of a more multipolar
global aid ecosystem. Although it has brought increased influence to developing
countries, its limitations and challenges are also undeniable.

Key words: international relations in the Middle East; foreign aid; Qatar; DBO

theory; behavioral mechanism
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