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Abstracts

3  Fruitful China-Arab States Summit and a New Chapter of China-Arab Relations

Abstract As the world has entered a new period of volatility and transformation, the
strategic competition among great powers over shaping the future international order and
leading the direction of world development would further intense. The ideas of peace,
development, cooperation, and mutual benefit, proposed by China, have been recognized by
an increasing number of countries, while development and cooperation have gradually
emerged as a new trend of the times. Under this background, the first China-Arab States
Summit has become a landmark event in the history of China-Arab Relations, which would
enhance the level of China-Arab cooperation, expand the cooperation mechanisms and
platforms, improve mutual strategic trust, enrich the connotation of China-Arab strategic
partnership, and propel the development of their strategic partnership. It means that China-
Arab relations would become further closer, based on the proposal of establishing a China-
Arab future-oriented strategic partnership of comprehensive cooperation and common
development in the 8th Ministerial Meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum. The
first China-Arab summit defined four aspects and eight major cooperation initiatives as the
multi-pillars of co-building a China-Arab community with a shared future. Among them,
practical cooperation in inter-civilizational dialogue brings new opportunities for promoting
cultural exchanges and people-to-people connectivity, which is beneficial for China and Arab
states to work together to promote harmonious coexistence among world civilizations.

Key Words China-Arab States Summit; China-Arab Cooperation; the Belt and Road
Initiative; Strategic Partnership; China-Arab Community with a Common Destiny; China-
Arab Cultural Exchanges
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25 A Multidimensional Perspective on China-Arab Economic and Trade Cooperation
Development Since the 21 Century

Abstract During 2001 — 2021, China’s economic and trade cooperation with Arab
countries has achieved a leapfrog development, with rapid growth in goods amounted and a
stable trade structure. Key markets such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE continue to play a
leading role. Energy ties have always been the main axis of Sino-Arab economic and trade
development. China’s upcoming energy consumption peak may weaken the growth thrust of
Sino-Arab economic and trade, but the energy ties based on huge oil and gas imports will
continue to be a driving force for Sino-Arab economic and trade. China holds a huge deficit
with most oil-producing countries except the UAE, Libya and Algeria and a huge surplus with
all non-oil-producing countries. Behind the overall balance and individual imbalance is the
shorter industrial chain and lower added value of Chinese trade products. Infrastructure
construction and mutual direct investment are the two wings of the “1+2+3” cooperation
pattern of China-Arab economic and trade. The former has been developing relatively fast,
while the latter has been hovering at a low level. Their future development direction is to
promote the construction of industrial parks in Arab countries to strengthen China-Arab
cooperation in high-tech fields and establish the energy community of destiny.

Key Words China-Arab Economic and Trade; “1+2+3” Cooperation Pattern; Energy
Ties; Infrastructure Construction; Mutual Direct Investment
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