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1. BT JLA~45 ABOUT US
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The Middle East Studies Institute (MESI) is an academic research institution affiliated
to the Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). As an independent institute, the
MESI was listed as the Key Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences at

Universities (Key Research Institute, KRI) by the Ministry of Education of PRC in 2000.
There are four centers under the MESI involving with area studies as well as field research.
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3. TAFZ W, OVERVIEW

# Pt % Discipline Advancement
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In May 2022, according to the Evaluation and Analysis Report of KRI by
Management Innovation Research Center for Philosophy and Social Studies at
Nankai University, the MESI achieved the best ranking in the previous assessments
since it was approved to construct the KRI. In August, the Social Science Department
of the Ministry of Education issued a document on strengthening the construction
of the KRI during the 14th Five-Year Plan period. In October, the MESI completed the
submission of the demonstration materials and budget for the next round of KRI
construction.
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According to CTTI Think Tank Report 2020 published in January and released
in May 2022, the MESI was listed among the top 10 think tanks in the report’s

“PAI Score in the field of regional and country studies” and ranked first. The Report
also contains a special introduction to the MESI.
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3.2 AAHE:JF Teaching and Talents
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The MESI trained 10 graduates and supervised 45 doctoral candidates as well as 33
postgraduate students this year. Many of them have published academic achievements and
media comments, and one won the national scholarship. The institute offered 18 courses
for undergraduates, postgraduates and doctoral candidates. One course construction project
participating in won the first prize of Shanghai Excellent Teaching Achievements Awards.
One dissertation was selected as the SISU Outstanding Master’s Degree Dissertation
(2019-2021). One college student innovation and entrepreneurship training program
guided by the expert in the institute was completed. Three mentor academic leadership
programs of SISU were approved, and former one was completed.

Song Niu and Tongyu Wu, “The
US-Taliban Relationship during the
Trump Administration and Its Current
Impacts,” Socrates Journal of
Interdisciplinary Social Studies,
Vol.14, January 2022.

Bo Wang & Danni Hu, “The
Establishment of Biden
Administration’s Iranian Nuclear
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Song Niu & Xueyan Li: “Between
Religious Obligation and Health
Security: Saudi Hajj Governance

Under COVID-19,” Asian Journal of

Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies,
Vol.16,No.1, March 2022.
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&> F&F 5 4 Graduate Students
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3.3 PFMJF T fE Scientific Research
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There were 13 research projects on various level and types approved this year,
and the institute completed the first Major Project of the National Social Science
Foundation, the first Key Project of Ministry of Education, and the first Key Project of
the National Social Science Foundation for the school first-level discipline of politics.
Three academic books and two edited books were published, with two authors participating
in two monographs. As many as 68 academic research papers were published, and 115
papers were read out in academic forums at home and abroad. Among them, 39 papers
were published on CSSCI journals and overseas academic journals, and five papers
were reprinted by International politics, etc. The scientific research achievements have
won four awards of various types.
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3.4 )% THE Consultation Service
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The institute compiled 31 issues of research reports and 74 issues of research briefs
on the Middle East studies, as well as 17 issues of reports on the Middle East and
Islamic studies. Part of the research reports and policy suggestions were adopted by
higher-level departments or received positive comments from relevant top officials. In
the international think tank achievement compilation project guided by the Shanghai
Planning Office of Philosophy and Social Science, 102 translations or comments were
adopted by its Dynamic and Translation Cluster.The MESI took an active part in
political participation.It provided scientific research services to all sectors of the
community through various means, which had been well appreciated. It was reselected
into the list of first-class think tanks among China’s Mainland universities, receiving
an A+ rating.
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3.5 i1 Exchange and Cooperation
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The institute held 40 times of collective communication with members of
academic committee of KRI and think tank council. On April 3rd, Ambassador
Yang Fuchang, former Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, sent a letter of greetings to
all the staff of the institute and encouraged them to overcome the difficulties of recovering
from the epidemic under the leadership of the CPC and the government. It sponsored
or co-hosted 10 conferences, lectures, salons, etc., all of which have formed a brand
of institutionalized academic activities. Arab World Studies was once again selected
as the statistical source journal of the Annual Report of Impact Factors of Chinese
Academic Journals. Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies had moved
up 17 places in the global ranking of academic journals of regional and country studies.
MESI staff participated in over 100 international and domestic academic exchange activities,
and also actively participated in high-level training, temporary governmental
employment and overseas academic visits. Experts of the institute were invited to make
academic reports and assist in special training for 13 times.
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3.6 ihiGikR Opinion Dissemination
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The staff published 60 op-ed articles in the mainstream newspapers and magazines,
and was interviewed over 202 times by the mainstream media at home and abroad.
They also published 73 original articles on important domestic news websites and
websites in Middle East countries such as Saudi Arabia and Iran. The Paper continued
to set up a special column “Middle East Comment” for the expert in the institute. The
WeChat account of the MESI was selected as one of the top public accounts in the

field of international studies in Shanghai. The Report recording the MESI as one
case of the “Public Opinion Guidance ” was officially published.
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Building 6, 550 Dalian Road (W), Shanghai 200083, China
0086-21-35373278

http://mideast.shisu.edu.cn
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