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attitudes and a close and united social network. These characteristics are of great
concern to Israeli society. The political participation of Russian Jews in Israel is the
result of joint efforts: Israel* s national policy has laid a policy foundation for
Russian Jewish immigrants to participate in political affairs; Israel’ s single
proportional representation system provides an institutional basis for the political
participation of Russian Jewish immigrants; The demographic and cultural
advantages of Russian Jewish immigrants provides a social basis for their political
development; The fragmentation of Israeli party politics and the increasingly divided
social reality provide an environmental basis for the political practice of Russian
Jews. In political practice Russian Jews present the adherence pattern with Israeli
parties individual patterns with the foundation of political community and ethnic
parties and the transformation pattern under the fragmentation of party politics. Their
different modes of political participation have exerted an influence on Israel ” s
politics economy society and diplomacy.
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Abstract As a minority ethnic group in Israel the Druze obtained the inde—
pendent community status granted by the British Palestine M andate authority shortly
after the British army occupied the whole territory of Palestine in 1918 and
maintained friendly relations with the local Jewish Community for a long time.
Around the establishment of Israel in 1948 the Druze Community allied with the
Jewish Community. The alliance rose to the “Covenant of Blood” in 1956. At the
same time the “Druze Zionist Covenant” was born. Its essence is the special
relationship between the Druze Community and the State of Israel. The Nation-State
Law issued in 2018 triggered the Druze Community to query the “Druze Zionist
covenant” and protest against the Nation-State Law. The special relationship between
the Druze Community and the State of Israel can be divided into five different
periods from 1918 to 2018: brewing stage ( 1918—-1948) formation stage ( 1948-
1956) developing stage ( 1956—1976) changing stage ( 1976-2001) and splitting
stage ( 2001 —2018) . The cornerstone of the formation and development of this
special relationship is the common interests between the Druze Community and the
State of Israel. The special relationship has been repeatedly impacted but it will not
be destroyed easily because of its asymmetry and other factors. In addition its
prospect essentially depends on the balance of Jewishness and democracy in Israel.
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