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On the Extremist Ideologies of the “Islamic State”

Liv Zhongmin & Yu Haijie

Abstract; Since the Middle East upheaval, the “Islamic State” (IS) rose
abruptly by using the turbulence in Syria and Iraq, and has become the most radical
and the most extremist terror force surpassing the Al — Qaeda. Ideologically, IS
inherits and develops all kinds of extremism in history, and is profoundly affected by
Jihadist Salafism. There are many ideological similarities between IS and the Al —
Qaeda, but the ideologies of IS are more radical and more extremist than that of the
Al — Qaeda. The ideologies of IS include four points; insisting on the purpose of
constructing so — called Caliphate; emphasizing the sectarian differences between the
Sunni and the Shia, and inciting sectarian conflicts and hatreds; laying stress on the
radical principle of hereticization ( Takfir); underlining the importance of Offensive
Jihad and putting it into practice. Contorting and misusing the central values of Islam,
the extremist ideologies of IS are not only huge threats to the peace and security of the
Middle East and the whole world, but also very harmful to the image of Islam.
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