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From “Unidirectional and Alliance-Following” to “ Multidirectional and Issues-Inte-
grated” . An Analysis of the Logic, Practice, and Effects of Saudi Arabia’s Issue-
Based Coalitions

Zhong Ling, Sun Degang / 386

Abstract: Since 2015, amid shifting international dynamics, regional power realign-
ments, and domestic leadership transitions, Saudi Arabia has faced mounting pressures in
terms of regional security, economic stability, and identity security. The traditional “unidi-
rectional and alliance-following” strategy has proven inadequate in addressing the kingdom’s
increasingly diverse security interests, making strategic transformation a necessity. The issue-
based coalition strategy—characterized by its flexibility and openness—aligns with Saudi
Arabia’s multifaceted security concerns and complex strategic perceptions, and has thus e-
merged as its preferred approach. Saudi Arabia’s issue-based coalition practices exhibit a mul-
tidirectional and issues-integrated pattern. First, it has sought to lead regional strategic alli-
ances to contain Iran, weaken the Muslim Brotherhood, and consolidate its regional leader-
ship. Second, through the formation of the “U. S. -Saudi Plu” framework, Saudi maintains
cooperation with the United States on regional security and counterterrorism while simultane-
ously striving for greater strategic autonomy. Third, it has strengthened coordination with e-
merging powers such as China on development-related agendas, aiming to enhance economic
security, participate in global governance, and expand its international influence. These ef-
forts reflect Saudi Arabia’s broader strategy of diversification and institutional hedging.

Keywords: Saudi Foreign Policy; Issue-Based Coalition; Regional Strategy; Institu-

tional Hedging

The Operation Mechanism of International Cooperation on Circumvention of Econom-
ic Sanctions
—A Case Study of Iran

Han Jianwei / 413

Abstract; In recent years, unilateral sanctions imposed by the US and the West world
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have shown trends of extremization of measures, extensification of affected parties, and
weakening legitimacy, especially the abuse of secondary sanctions on the third parties coop-
erating with the sanctioned countries, which has promoted the rise of international coopera-
tion in circumventing economic sanctions. The operation mechanism of international coopera-
tion on circumvention of economic sanctions is mainly characterized by surrounding trade and
agent operation of “intermediate countries”, and economic cooperation among sanctioned
countries is regarded as an important supplement. In recent years, Iran, which has been
subjected to sanctions for a long time, has faced the dilemma of “maximum pressure” from
the US, but it has still been able to expand alternative market cooperation paths with trade of
neighboring countries as the inner layer and agents of “intermediate countries” as the medi-
um, and has strengthened economic relations with other sanctioned countries. However,
Iran’s cooperation in evading economic sanctions also reflects many limitations, such as the
inability to achieve high-quality import substitution, the difficulty of building financial alter-
native mechanisms, the risk of logistics cooperation in evading sanctions, and the vulnera-
bility to political game changes ete. In the context of the intensifying Sino-US rivalry, Iran’s
cooperation practice in circumventing economic sanctions is of certain enlightening signifi-
cance.

Keywords: Iran; Economic Sanctions; Circumvention of Economic Sanctions

Qatar’s Diplomatic Transformation from the Perspective of Role Theory: Positioning,
Policies and Tools

Zhang Ruofeng / 435

Abstract; National role positioning is a significant variable in the formulation and im-
plementation of a country’s foreign policy. Since its establishment in 1971, Qatar’s foreign
policy can be generally divided into three stages, with the rise to power of Emir Hamad in
1995 and the outbreak of the Middle East Upheaval in 2011 serving as dividing points. Qatar’s
national role has transitioned through these three stages from a “marginal small state in inter-
national politics” to an “active participant in regional and global affairs” and finally to a
“regional power with global influence” . In the implementation of foreign policy, Qatar has
formed a foreign policy framework with dependence on great power, regional balance and

subtle power diplomacy as its core elements, and has flexibly utilized multiple policy tools,
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