
30,000 stories on Xinjiang show 
how ‘forced labor’ smear came
Tuersun Aibai, an expert at Xinjiang University, found out that the claim 
of “forced labor” concocted by anti-China forces in the West is a new 
discourse pattern and narrative framework 8-9
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Transforming China’s 
western expanses

China holds largest 
rescue aviation exercise

Thanks to the Belt and Road Initiative, China’s western 
regions are now shaking off “backwater” reputation, and 
becoming a new frontier for opening-up 13

China recently organized the country’s largest compre-
hensive emergency rescue aviation exercise, demonstrat-
ing the systematic achievements 4

By GT staff reporters

When noting that China and 
the US agreed to work together 
for the meeting between the 
two heads of state in San Fran-
cisco, Chinese foreign minister 
Wang Yi said on Saturday that 
“the path to San Francisco” will 
not be an easy one, and there 
is “no self-driving to it.” There-
fore, both sides need to earnest-

ly “return to Bali [consensus],” 
truly implement the common 
understanding reached by the 
two leaders, remove disruption, 
overcome obstacles, build con-
sensus, and accumulate out-
comes, Wang said.

Chinese analysts believe this 
signals Beijing’s discontent 
with Washington’s lack of sin-
cerity and efforts in stabilizing 
China-US ties. The US recent 

moves of reaching out to China 
mainly serve for convening a 
grand APEC meeting, yet falls 
short of responding to China’s 
core concerns, warned Chinese 
observers. 

They said Wang’s comment 
that there is “no self-driving” 
to San Francisco is a reminder 
to the US to rein in its toxic do-
mestic politics that are highly 
antagonistic of China; and that 

high-level communication be-
tween China and the US won’t 
come “automatically” unless 
the US makes more efforts.      

Despite the various differ-
ences and contradictions be-
tween the two countries, and 
there are still many 
issues that need to 
be resolved, both 
sides believe that 
maintaining dia-

US urged to seize ‘window of 
opportunity’ to stabilize ties

 Path to San Francisco won’t be an easy one, no self-driving to it: FM Wang 

By Yang Sheng

Although the UN General As-
sembly adopted a resolution on 
Friday on Gaza which calls for 
an immediate and sustained 
humanitarian truce leading to 
a cessation of hostilities, Israel 
still launched the second phase 
of its war against the Gaza 
Strip, bringing death toll on 
Palestine side since the war to 
nearly 8,000, mostly civilians 
including women and children.

Chinese analysts said that 
despite mounting pressure 
from the vast majority of the 
international community to 
stop the bloodshed, the inter-
national community is failing 
in its efforts because the US, a 
permanent member of UN Se-
curity Council with veto power 
and the protector of Israel in 
this region, has gone to great 
lengths to pave the way for a 
ground attack in the name of 
“counterterrorism” and “self-
defense” of Israel and with the 
fast rising death toll, the con-
flict is likely to spill over to the 
whole Middle East.

On Friday, by a recorded vote 
of 121 in favor to 14 against, 
with 44 abstentions, the UN 
General Assembly adopted a 
resolution titled “Protection of 
civilians and upholding legal 
and humanitarian obligations,” 
with countries including Chi-
na, Russia, France, as well as 
Arab and Muslim countries, 
voting in favor, and even close 
US allies like the UK and Ja-
pan abstaining. The US, Israel 
and a few other countries voted 
against.

The US has asked for Chi-
na’s help to prevent escalation 
of the crisis during US Sen-
ate majority leader 
Chuck Schumer’s 
trip to China earlier 
this month, and 
during the latest 

Israel starts 2nd 
phase of war as 
UNGA resolution 
calls for truce

The 10th Beijing Xiangshan Forum kicks off with a record scale on October 29, 2023 under the theme of “Common Security, Lasting 
Peace.” The event is expected to comprehensively implement the concept of a global community of a shared future. (See stories on 
Pages 3 and 6) Photo: VCG
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Forum for common security
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meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
in the US, Secretary of State Antony Blinken ex-
pressed the view that there is a need to return to 
and implement the two-state solution, which is in 
line with China’s stance about political solution.

However, votes in the UN General Assembly 
and the Security Council suggest that Washing-
ton holds a very different position compared not 
only to China but also to the vast majority of the 
international community in terms of a humani-
tarian truce, so to what extent China and the 
US can work together in stopping the crisis is 
still in question, as experts said this can happen 
only when Washington realizes that it should not 
stand on the wrong side of the history.  

According to Palestine’s state TV on Sunday, 
the death toll from the relentless Israeli bombing 
of Gaza and clashes in the West Bank since Octo-
ber 7 has risen to 7,814. 

Liu Zhongmin, a professor at the Middle East 
Studies Institute of Shanghai International Stud-
ies University, told the Global Times on Sunday 
that once Israeli forces launch a ground attack 
that aims at a long-term occupation of some ar-
eas of Gaza and seeking the complete elimination 
of Hamas, “the death toll will rise much more 
sharply than at present.”

Street combat will be extremely brutal, the 
bombardments will be more intense, and due 
to the blockade, more civilians and the wounded 
will die because of the shortage of medicines, 
food and water. Israeli forces will also sustain 
heavy casualties because by using their network 
of tunnels, Hamas is capable of inflicting signifi-
cant casualties on Israeli forces, Liu said.

Furies from Muslim world
With the rising death toll, the pressure on Is-

rael and the US will rise as well, and if Israel’s 
military offensive results in more casualties of 
Palestinian civilians, regional major powers like 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, as well as those who have  
established diplomatic ties with Israel like Turkey 
and Egypt, will take further actions, said Wang 
Jin, an associate professor at the Institute of Mid-
dle Eastern Studies of Northwest University. 

“Even though some of them might be reluc-
tant to get involved, the fury among their nation-
als will force them to take actions, as helping 
Palestinians resist Israel is the shared and top 
political correctness among the Muslim world,” 
Wang Jin noted. 

On Thursday, the United Arab Emirates, Jor-
dan, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Ku-
wait, Egypt and Morocco, in a joint statement, 
condemned the targeting of civilians and the “fla-
grant violations of international law” in Gaza. 

Iran, which considers Israel as an enemy, is 
likely to take more direct action to support forces 
like Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthi move-
ment in Yemen, and Saudi Arabia, Turkey and 
Egypt are likely to allow and encourage NGOs and 
other groups to break through the Israel’s block-
ade of Gaza to provide humanitarian supplies to 
the Palestinians in the region, experts said. 

Israel is facing a tough situation, as the war 
will not end in the short term as long as it insists 
on eliminating Hamas, and the casualties will in-
crease terribly on both sides. However, if it stops 
the operation and accepts a truce, it will face huge 
pressures domestically, and the US will also share 
these problems, pressures and embarrassments 
with Israel before the end of the bloodshed, Chi-
nese analysts noted.

logue between the two major coun-
tries is beneficial and necessary. They 
both hope that bilateral relations 
can stabilize and strive for improve-
ment as soon as possible, Wang, also 
member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee, said in a discussion with 
members of the US strategic commu-
nity in Washington on Saturday.

Wang held two rounds of talks 
with Blinken on Thursday and Friday, 
during which the two sides agreed to 
work together toward a meeting be-
tween the two heads of state in San 
Francisco.

Not enough efforts
From Wang’s remarks and recent 

news reports, it is clear that China is 
not satisfied with US’ sincerity and 
efforts in improving the bilateral 
ties, Wu Xinbo, director of the Cen-
ter for American Studies at Fudan 
University, told the Global Times. Wu 
pointed out that the recent eagerness 
from the US to reach out to China is 
partly due to Biden’s hope of hosting 
a grand APEC leaders’ meeting; but 
the US failed to address issues con-
cerning China’s core interests. 

Washington did not cease its 
crackdown on China’s tech industry. 
The Biden administration is reduc-
ing the types of semiconductors that 
American companies can sell to Chi-
na, citing the desire to close loopholes 
in existing regulations announced 
last year.

Earlier this month, US media 
NBC reported that officials in Biden’s 
administration have privately told 
lawmakers that the White House is 
preparing a supplemental funding 

request to submit to Congress that 
includes money for Israel, Ukraine, 
Taiwan and US border security. 

Li Haidong, a professor at the 
China Foreign Affairs University, 
told the Global Times on Sunday that 
the US should also rein in its toxic 
domestic politics that is highly con-
frontational against China. “The US 
domestic politics itself is highly con-
frontational, and they need to resolve 
internal conflicts by creating external 
enemies. This trend means that there 
will always be confrontation in US-
China relations.”

The US side needs to make sure 
that anti-China hawks won’t thwart 
the efforts of pushing for a meeting 
between the two heads of state in San 
Francisco, Li said. 

The US cannot count on setting up 
a time and place and hope high-level 
meetings between the two countries 
to occur “automatically,” more needs 
to be done by the US to stabilize bilat-
eral relations, said Wu. 

Window of opportunity
The majority of people in both 

China and the US have rationally real-
ized that if conflict and confrontation 
occur between China and the US, the 
world would undoubtedly face catas-
trophe. However, this does not mean 
that we can automatically avoid this 
worst-case scenario by adopting a “ly-
ing-flat” attitude, Chinese former am-
bassador to the US Cui Tiankai said 
at a high-level dialogue at the 10th 
Beijing Xiangshan Forum on Sunday. 

Since June this year, the two coun-
tries have embraced more frequent 
high-level exchanges, with Blinken, 
US Commerce Secretary Gina Rai-
mondo, US Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen and US Special Envoy on 

Climate Change John Kerry visiting 
China respectively. 

The most recent one is California 
governor Gavin Newsom, who has re-
ceived a warm welcome in China as 
his open-mindedness on cooperation 
has been highly praised by the Chi-
nese public. 

China-US economic working 
group held its first meeting via video 
link last week. The US also sent par-
ticipants to the 10th Beijing Xiang-
shan Forum scheduled from Sunday 
to Tuesday. 

In the upcoming winter-spring 
flight season, the number of China-
US direct regular passenger flights 
is expected to increase from the cur-
rent 48 (24 round trips) per week to 
70 per week, CAAC News reported 
on Saturday citing the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China. 

Overall, negativity still prevails 
positivity in terms of China-US re-
lation since the “balloon incident” 
when bilateral ties froze, Da Wei, 
director of Center for International 
Security and Strategy at Tsinghua 
University, told the Global Times, 
noting that now is the window of op-
portunity for the two to stabilize ties 
and prevent the relations from reach-
ing another nadir. 

Wu said that the window of oppor-
tunity for the two countries to stabi-
lize ties is rather short, as China will 
closely watch if the US will return to 
its reckless crackdown on China after 
the possible higher-level meeting. He 
also noted that the bilateral relations 
also face ordeals from the 2024 elec-
tions for Taiwan’s regional leader; 
and next year’s US election also poses 
a challenge as playing the “China 
card” is a usual tactic by presidential 
candidates.

Regional powers may take 
further actions if casualties 
in Gaza keep rising: expert 

US, from Page 1

 Israel, from Page 1

US needs to rein in toxic domestic 
politics toward China: observer 
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Harry Moyer, a 102-year-old Flying Tigers veteran, visits Beijing on October 29, 2023, along with other guests. 
Arriving in Shanghai on October 28, Moyer is also scheduled to visit cities in Southwest China, including Liuzhou 
and Kunming. Photo: VCG

Enduring friendship 


