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Strategic Anchoring and Tactical Adjustment: the “Trump Shock” and
Integration of Japan-U. S. Alliance

HUANG Dahui MENG Fanchao

Abstract: The Japan-U. S. alliance has always been the cornerstone of Japan’s
national security strategy and the “America First” pursued by Trump during his
two terms in office has significantly impacted the alliance. However, at the
strategic level, the Japan-U. S. alliance has demonstrated stability, and the
“Trump shock” did not alter Japan’s strategic commitment to anchoring itself to
the alliance. Over the years, the alliance has undergone multiple transitions of
power in both governments, with its “integration” steadily advancing. In terms of
strategic approaches toward China, both countries have identified China as a
competitor and thus accelerated bilateral strategic integration. In operational
command, they have strengthened the alliance’s combat capabilities and built an
integrated command system. In defense industrial production, they have
coordinated their manufacturing capacities to establish a joint defense production
system, countering China’s advantages in manufacturing. In terms of regional
security, various “Indo-Pacific” minilateral mechanisms are built on the basis of
the “Japan-U. S. Alliance Plus”, extending the alliance from a linear framework to
a broader dimension and making it the linchpin of the U. S. “Indo-Pacific
Strategy”. Japan’s strategic transformation has provided endogenous momentum
for the upgrading of the alliance. Japan has successively broken through legal
constraints, accelerated military buildup, and enhanced the role of military

“integration” upgrading of the alliance. During

officials, paving the way for the
Trump’s second term, Japan is expected to stay on its established strategic track,
continuing to strengthen the Japan-U. S. alliance and deepen their security
cooperation. At the same time, to mitigate the adverse effects of the “Trump
shock”, Japan will also make tactical adjustments, thereby creating some room for
pragmatic cooperation between China and Japan.

Key words: the “Trump shock”, Japan-U. S. alliance, Indo-Pacific Strategy.

integration upgrading, right to collective self-defense

From Unilateral Security to Common Security: Evolution of the Security
Order in the Middle East

LIU Zhongmin

Abstract: In recent years, the Middle East has not only witnessed the complex
coexistence of reconciliation and conflict but also presented two distinct regional
security orders: the unilateral security order dominated by the United States and

the common security order advocated by China. These two security orders are



fundamentally different. The unilateral security order in the Middle East is
characterized by the U. S. acting as the dominant security actor, a focus on
traditional military security, and the frequent use of force. In terms of security
means, it continuously builds alliance systems, protects the interests of allies, and
suppresses dissenting forces. In terms of security concept, the U. S. uses
civilizational and religious or sectarian identity conflicts to shape regional conflicts.
In contrast, the common security order in the Middle East emphasizes the joint
efforts of both regional and external states as security actors to uphold
comprehensive security in the region. In terms of security means, it advocates
resolving confrontations and conflicts through cooperation and dialogue. In terms
of security concept, it advocates inclusive reconciliation and opposes coercive
compromise, actively fostering reconciliation in the Middle East. The common
security order has played a positive and constructive role in promoting regional
reconciliation, building regional security mechanisms, politically resolving hotspot
issues, and advancing peace and development in the Middle East. The emergence
of the common security order has its endogenous driving forces, reflecting
profound changes in the power, institutions, concepts of the international system
and the Middle East regional system. Constructing a common security order is also
the fundamental path for the Middle East to overcome traditional security
dilemmas in the future.

Key words: the Middle East, unilateral security, common security, security order,

the Global Security Initiative, the Middle East security architecture

Weaponization of the U. S. Trade Policy and Resilience of Global Value
Chains

GUAN Chuanjing

Abstract: Donald Trump’s return to the White House has once again destabilized
the global economy. The destructive impact of the U. S. use of tariffs as a weapon
for economic coercion, along with its “pan-securitized” and geopoliticized trade
policy, has made the resilience of global value chains a focus of debate. As a multi-
level and multi-node complex network, the global value chains can adapt to the
shocks caused by the weaponization of the U. S. trade policy. The U. S. economy
is deeply embedded in global value chains, and therefore, conflicts of interest
among different domestic groups, as well as the trade-offs between economic
interests and strategic goals at the national level, can constrain the intensity of
shocks from its radical trade policy. Meanwhile, the decentralization of the global
market structure, the multi-centralization of trade cooperation networks, and the

enhanced capacity of major nodes in global value chains to respond to U. S. tariff
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