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Canada owes an apology to
China and others deceived

The Canada media outlet the Globe and Mail's
recent exposure that two Canadians Michael
Spavor and Michael Kovrig are suspected of
engaging in spying activities in China has fur-
ther revealed the truth of the case, which has
caused the biggest diplomatic storm in recent
years between China and Canada, and has made
Canada’s intense allegations of China’s so-called
“arbitrary detention” lose the factual basis and
become a huge lie. This is more than simply an
embarrassment to the Canadian government.
In the face of the facts, Canada’s foreign minis-
try still flatly denied it, and without the courage
to face the truth and all that remains is stub-
bornness in words.

Many people may still remember how big a
fuss was made about this case that happened
five years ago, and how agitated Canada was.
Kovrig and Spavor were arrested and prosecuted
on suspicion of endangering China’s national
security. Even though the Chinese side had sol-
id evidence, it strictly abided by the judicial pro-
cess. Canada, however, almost lost its rationality.
On the one hand, it insisted that the two men
were wrongly accused, smearing China’s move
as the “retaliation” of Canada detaining Huawei
executive Meng Wanzhou, and was unaccept-
able “arbitrary detention”; on the other hand, it
rallied diplomats of several other countries to
jointly pressure China and attempted to inter-
fere in the judicial sovereignty of China.

With the encouragement of the US, the entire
American and Western public opinion cried for
justice for the two men and poured out massive
offensive and smearing remarks against China,
using the case as key material for demonizing
China, which seriously damaged China’s inter-
national image. These remarks have influenced
many people’s perceptions toward China in the
US and Western societies, and in particular have
been a turning point in the Canadian public’s
attitude toward China turning negative. More
facts now show that if this is a “wrongly accused
case,” China is the one that has been wrongly
accused, and that this is a huge unjust case cre-
ated by Canadian and Western public opinion
against China.

According to the Globe and Mail, Spavor
blamed Kovrig for their detention in China and
alleged that he “unwittingly” provided some of
the intelligence to Kovrig, who, “unbeknownst
to Mr Spavor,” passed the information to “the
Canadian government and its Five Eyes spy-ser-
vice partners.” These statements confirm Chi-
nese side’s charge. If Spavor had disclosed this
information in China or to Chinese media, he

would undoubtedly be portrayed as “coerced.”
However, this revelation came more than two
years after he gained freedom and exposed it in
his own country, which was reported by Cana-
dian media. Tt is reported that Spavor is seek-
ing a multimillion-dollar settlement with the
Canadian government, or else he will sue the
Canadian government and Kovrig. The situation
is still evolving, and the Canadian government
cannot evade it.

Spavor and Kovrig, after being released
two years ago, received a hero’s welcome in
Canada and the US. Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau welcomed them at the airport,
and later, the two were invited to present at US
President Biden’s speech to Parliament and a
gala dinner in Ottawa. Evidently, some people
sought to turn them into “living specimens” for
discrediting China, leveraging their situation for
maximum political gain. However, over these
two years, the two unexpectedly maintained si-
lence, contrary to the hopes of some who expect-
ed them to come forward and “expose and at-
tack” China. This left those people puzzled and
disappointed. Some speculated that the shadow
left by their detention in China was too deep for
them to revisit those memories willingly. Now
we finally know that the unspeakable “difficulty”
lies in this aspect: the truth and the story told by
Canada are completely two different versions.
The silence of the two men is, in fact, a form of
defence of the Canadian government.

The Canadian government’s hype of this case
at the time stirred up a considerable amount
of sympathy from the Canadian public toward
Kovrig and Spavor, as well as anger towards Chi-
na. However, such strong emotions were based
on a lie of the Canadian government, which is
what truly warrants the anger of the Canadian
public. Similar absurdities happen frequently in
present-day Canada, becoming a part of Cana-
da’s distorted politics toward China. Examples
include the crazy hype of the “Chinese spy”
topic and the previous “arbitrary detention” of
Meng Wanzhou, and so on. We find that issue
that Canada accuses China most harshly, is ac-
tually what it is doing against China — a case of
“thief crying stop thief.” Canada should offer a
sincere apology to China, which it has wronged,
as well as extend a sincere apology to Canadian
public and the international community that it
has deceived.
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China’s role as facilitator of peace
highlighted in Arab-Islamic FM’s visit

A delegation consisting of Arab
and Islamic foreign ministers is
visiting China from Monday to
Tuesday. On Monday, Member of
the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi met with the
delegation and had in-depth
talks on ways to de-escalate the
ongoing Palestine-Israel con-
flict, protect civilians and seek a
just settlement of the Palestinian
question.

At the Joint Arab-Islamic Ex-
traordinary Summit held in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Ara-
bia, on November
11, leaders from
the Arab and Mus-
lim world called
for humanitarian aid and an
end to the war in the Gaza Strip,
which is highly consistent with
China’s position on resolving the
ongoing conflict.

De-escalating the ongoing
Palestine-Israel conflict and pro-
tecting civilians are clearly the
tasks that the Arab and Islamic
countries, and many other coun-
tries including China hope to ac-
complish in the near future on
the Palestinian question, while
seeking a just settlement of the
Palestinian question is a long-
term pursuit due to its complex-
ity. Liu Zhongmin, a professor at
the Middle East Studies Institute
of Shanghai International Stud-
ies University, told the Global
Times that the China trip of the
delegation is expected to correct
the long-term marginalization
of the Palestinian question and
make the international commu-
nity pay more attention to it.

Beijing is the first stop of the
delegation’s tour, signifying how
much Arab-Islamic countries
value China’s constructive role
in promoting peace in the Mid-
dle East. Over the years, China
has repeatedly emphasized on
various bilateral and multilat-
eral occasions the importance of
solving the Palestinian question
through the two-state solution,
stressing that the question as the
core of the Middle East issue and
should not be marginalized.

This has led to a great sense
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of trust from Arab-Islamic coun-
tries in China’s role in the Mid-
dle East issues.

Experts Dbelieve that as the
new round of the Palestine-Isra-
el conflict continues, the US, is
slowly adjusting its attitude. The
main dilemma Washington faces
now is that it does not want to be-
come too involved in the regional
conflict in the Middle East, while
also trying to stand with its ally
Israel and maintain its domi-
nance over Middle East regional
affairs. Therefore, the US will
keep  changing
its policy over the
Palestine-Israel
conflict based on
its needs and cir-
cumstances, noted Liu.

China has been playing the
role of a facilitator of security
and stability, a partner of devel-
opment and prosperity, and a
promoter of unity in the Middle
East. One of the most recent
notable examples of China’s
contribution is the resumption
of diplomatic relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia in March
under China’s mediation.

Regarding the Palestinian
question, China’s attitude has
always been consistent. In the
Middle East, China has always
supported peaceful solutions
to hotspot issues and disputes
through political settlement. In
particular, in the event of armed
conflict, it has always taken the
position of promoting peace by
calling for a ceasefire and an
end to violence. Such a position,
shared by the vast majority of
countries in the world, has natu-
rally been widely welcomed by
the global community, including
the Arab-Islamic countries.

At the same time, China has
maintained friendly relations
and smooth communication
channels with almost all parties
in the region. It has adopted a
fair and balanced position when
handling issues in the Middle
East. This is also an important
reason why Arab-Islamic coun-
tries generally believe that China
is a genuine force that pursues
peace and justice.
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“The Arab delegates have gone to China to see
about ending the war in Gaza. The lack of action
of the US has shifted the Arabs to China. US is
losing it’s position in the world!”

User @AndersonEiman on X (formerly
Twitter) on Monday
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